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Colin: OG.k. Me. Hector Ortiz. I*d like to start otf with asking 
you about like when did you and vour family move trom 
Fuerto Fico to the United States? 

Mrs. Greve Uh, that would be my father ... and mother... 


Colins Your father and mother moved. 


Mrs Ortizs (Sighs) Tsk! f*m not quite sure when my father came. 
Let me see. I got here in “83. 


Colin: 1933. 


Mr. Ortizs So that means that my father moved here two years 
before that, so that was about “Sl... *So. 
Colins we a So your father came to the United States first and 
then ... 
Mr. Ortizs: Yeah. He came as an immigrant farm worker. 


Colins Immigrant farm worker. 
Mr. Ortiz: He worked in Farmingdale. 


Collins Farminodale, New Jersey? 


Me. Ortizs . New Jersey. Right!. 
Colins O.K. and then you and your ... 
Mews. Gretahere Then he eventually brought my mother. my sister. and 


my brother. 
Colins So that’s how many brothers and sisters? 
Me. Orttes There’s three and three. 
Colins Three and three? 


Mes Orti2s I?m a fourth brother. 


Colins You’re the fourth brother. Okay, then three ... 
Mr. Ortize Three sisters and three brothers. 
Colins Three sisters behind you. Oh! Okay. 


Me. Ortizs Well, I*m next to the youngest. 
Colin: Next toa the voungest. So how old were vou when you moved’? 


Mes CePtiss Six years old. 


Molin: About six vears old? Do you have any remembrances about 
what Fuerto Fico was to you? 


Me. Urtizs Mm-mmh! lt was very vivid! (Moves into a more 
comfortable position is his chair) 


Colin: Vary vivid? 


Mr. Ortiz: Yeah, I always remember it. Uh. when I went at the 
age of ... The first time I went back to Puerto Rico 
Il was already twenty-one years old. 


Colins Twenty-one. 


Me. Ortizs And I went exactly to the places that I ...iTelephone 
rings in the background). Of course thinos changed in 
the interim. some of the trees were not there that I 
used ta look tor ... 


Colin: Right. 


Mire. Greeaeets wee and some of the other things, but by tar 
evervthina else was oretty much the same. The canals 
that I used to go crabbing. and where I used to qo 
swimming, and where I used to walk to take mv father’s 
lunch when he was working out in the tieid as & sudar 
cane cutter in Fuerto Rico. And you know all that 
stuff was still there and so I went and proudly and 
verv nice ... I took my wife and kids to show them 
more or less where | was born. 


Colins What part of Puerto Rico were you born? 
Me. Ortiz: Santa Isabel. Then now as... then it was called 
El Destino, now it’s FParcela Jauca. So ite Jauca, 


Fuerto Rico. Santa Isabel. Fuerto Rico. 


Colins ls there an English translation of those names? 


Mer. Ortizs Uh, it’s hard to ... nmames are mot to be translated. 
But for the sake of translatina. I dan’t think 
Jauca can be translated. El Destino is "The Destiny". 


And Santa Isabel, the best you can sav is "Elizabeth" 
ee. "Saint Elizabeth". 


Colin: So you said that vour father was working in the fields, 
sugar fields? 


Mr. Ortiz: My father used to be ... Yeah. Sugar cane tields. 
He used to work in the sugar cane fields and he used 
to drive a tractor that pulled the carts that they 
used to out the sugar canes on. 


Ceilings Was he in business for himself or was he workina for «..7 


hi 


Mes. QFELEs Naugh., he worked ... Looking back now and 
understanding plantations ... 


Colin: Plantations. 


Mr. Ortizs »».dt was as if we lived in this small area where 
there were maybe twenty-five rows of houses. Fretty 
much similar. wooden houses on small stilts like. 
They were built on stilts, the houses in Puerto Rico. 
Tt would make sense so that the water could ao under 
or whatever. 


Colins So the house was on the coast. 

Me. Cetigs Uh, 1t*s not near ... I was inland, but mavbe like 
about sss ... a quarter to five to six blocks inland. 
Near the shore. 

Colin: Near the shore. okay. 

Me, eee And then there was. you know, the fields stretched 


out, uh, the sugar cane tields stretched out for miles 
and miles and miles. Within that I remember, there 


was only one row ... in the houses. And then they had 
what you call or ranger, who was kind 
of the overseer or foreman of the whole area. and 1 


guess the fields were owned by big time business men. 
Colins Right. 


MFy Sree: So it was like having his own workforce wha live in. 
near the worksight. 


Colins So you don’t know if the corporations were like from 
the United States? 


Mr. Ortiz: Oh they were! I didn*t know then. 
Colins You didn*t know then. 
Mr. ‘Ortie: I understand it now. 


Colins You understand it now. Did your brothers and sisters 
help ..? 


Me. Urtiz: We belonged to one called Aguirre and there’s supposed 
to be other corporations. Central, there*s Aquirre 
and 1 think there is a third one I*m mot ... I doan*t 
remember the other one two well. You"ll orobably get 
that in vour history class. 


Colins Yeah, probably. We covered that last, on the last test we 
covered about the sugar corporations that came in there. 


Mes Grates Did vou hear Aquirre? 
Colin: We didn*t get particular names. 


Me. Ortiz: Central. There*s a book in where my town is mentioned 
and my dad 1s mentioned in it. i forgot the name of 
the name of the book though, but it’s in there. 


Colins Qkay. do you remember if your brothers and sisters heloed 
wark for the family or they ..? 


Mr. -Breteies They were too young. They were in school. 


Coline They were still in school, o.k. So what was school like 
in Fuerto Rico’? 


Mr. Ortiz: I didn’t ago. The year that I was to be .. to go ta 
school it was too crowded. { had to wart another half 
& year. and during that half a year my father then 
sent for me. And [ was the last one to came over 
with my sister and (Pauses to think). Just me sister 
and I. The other ones had already been here. I was 
staying with my grandmother. 


Colins You staved with your grandmather. 


Mes. (Orvtacens Yes, I stayed with my grandmother for about a vear and 
a half. 


Colins So when your father moved to Farminadale. NJ .were there 
peoole there waiting for him? How did he get to move ..? 


Me. Orties It was a contract. 
Colins A contract. 


Me. Orties Yeah. They tHe takes & breath). I don’t even 
remember the process. From what I understand it now, 
they went and asked peoole., you know. who wanted ta 
come down here to work and there was A proposition 
made ta them. They would sian the contract where they 
would owe a certain amount of money and when they 
worked that contract off. then they were free to da 


whatever. (He pauses). So [ don*t know if my father 
finished the contract or not. I dan*t think he did. 
Calins Oh. So how long did vou live in Farminodale, NJ? 
Me. eta I never lived in Farminodale. Nd. (Shakes head "no" 


accordinaly) 
Colins You never did. 


Me. Ortiz: Neo. By the time my father sent for me. he had already 


browaht my mother and all that. They were staving 
here in Newark. 


Colin: They lived in Newark. 

Me. Ortiz: Maonolia Street. 

Colin: So you’ ve been in Newark all this time? 
Me. Ortiz: All my life. 

Coed ine All my lite. (Glancing down at my notes) 


Mies, Ghevbaees I didn’t leave Newark until the age of twentv-one. 
That was the first time I went to Fuerto Rico. 


Colins (Weiting in my notes) Went to Puerto Fico at age 
twenty-one. 


Me. Orbies And I*m talking about nowhere else other than New York 
City. (We laugh in unison) 


Colin: Soa you are familiar with all of Newark basically or just 
what section of Newark is Magnolia? Which ward [ guess? 


Me. Ortiz: Magnolia Street is in the Central Ward near 18th Ave. 
The corner of 18th Ave. Uh, I don’t know if vou know 
going towards ... up Sprinatield. 

Colin: Wo Springfield, okay. 

Mr. Ortiz: 18th and Sprinatield crosses. Hefore they cross. 
about a half mile up to the left 1s Magnolia St. aging 
towards Irvinaton. Most of my lite I lived in the 
Central part of Newark. Sporinofield, ltth St. was 
about two-thirds ot my lite. 


Collins Was there a laroe Puerto Rican community there when vou 
moved’ 


Me. Ortizs None. 
Colin: What so ever? You were the first Puerto Rican tamily? 


Me. Ortiz: Uhm. In that area, yeah! For the longest. Maybe 
three others tickled in wav late in the sixties. 


ed in the sixties. 


Mr. Ortiz: Then. there was the committee ... the Fuerto Rican 
community then existed on South St., South Broad, 
Church Yard. you know. all those streets back there 
near Symphony Hall. That area there. There was 
one where you're studying. That was the biggest 
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concentration of Puerto Ricans -~- Futaers. 
Colins Right. 


Mes Ortics That whole plain street which is mow University Ave. 
Bleeker, New, all that. It*s all Hispanics. Fuerto 
Ricans. Fart of Columbus Homes. and 16th Ave, near 
Springfield. 16th Ave. by the West Finney area. O.E. 
I don*t know if you're a Mewarker vourself or not. 


Colin: I live in Hillside. Just un the highway. 


Mr. Ortiz: Well. Sorinafield Ave. where Sprinafield and 16th meet 
where the West Finney projects are. The projects 
there had a small Hispanic community, but within the 
14th Ave. there was another Hispanic community being 
built. 


Colin: How were you received when you lived in that section of 
Newark? 


Mr. Ortiz: Un! I think I was to voung to format opinions and 
attitudes. Ioquess I just lived as a voung boy does 
and if there were any animoasities or attitudes toward 
me lt guess by brothers and sisters felt it more than [ 
did. I think they speak of it. but I*m not to clear 
on transferring those feelinos for them. 


You know. uh. I was eretty much an introvert when I 
WAS a voung boy. So I doan*t know if that was based oan 
my own ... or feeling of ... see I*m mot clear. You 
see there 16 gap (He laughs) in mv lite at that point 
“cause I was here. It was a strange place. 


Il remember the first time [ stepped off the plane. 

1 had took a deen breath. It was like just pre-. like 
September, August. Sentember, maybe late September. 

I came in. tHe shivers). I felt the cold lunas and 

T aust ran right back into the plane. I started 
shivering and shivering. Since then, the cold and I 
don*t get along too well. But I remember my bones 
were rattling from it. you know. I... That I remember 
very vividly like I felt that all of the sudden my 
lunas just froze. And it was ... I mean I understand 
now because I still breathe the cold air, but then it 
was like I never breathed cold air. I never had a 
refrigerator at home so I couldn’: understand the 

cold at all. 


Colin: How did you feel on the olane ride leaving Fuerto Fico for 
the first time? Or leaving home period? 


Mee Orties I didn*t understand anvthina going on because the 
oecole were speaking English on the olane. T Queet, ««.. 


and the gave us ... I think it was the first time I 
Saw sandwiches actually being ... You know, the whole 
thing was like 1 didn*t understand it. Iowas just a 
little boy, just looking and being led to where, 
everything that I had to de. (He mumbles and shifts 
train of thought) 


I quess that I aqrew up pretty normal in the community 
that aorew up in was Italian/Irish community. And I 
know that there were some prejudices because we did 
have to walk the long way around certain streets to 
get to school. 


Coline: Seriously?! (Tl curiously raise my eyebrows) Which schaol 
was this? 


Mr. Ortiz: And {f remember being picked on. but you know ... (He 
casually shruos his shoulders) Some of the kids were 
Just bullies. I don’t know if was racial or it was 
people being bullies. 

Cokins And which school in Newark’? 

Mes Otis Madison. 


Colin: Madison. is that still in existence now? 


Me, Gertie Yeah. lt was Madison Junior High then. Now it's 
Madison Grade School. Tt*s not junior hiah anymore. 


Colin's So vou started ... Your first school was junior high level 
Mer. Ortiz: No. Kindergarten. 


Colin: I?m sorry kindergarten. And how was your English at that 
time? 


Mr. Ortizs I didn*t know English. 
Golanes Didn*t know English at all. 


Mr. Ortiz: No. IT don’t think I knew English until the fourth 
arade. 


CoLins They had Hisoanic teachers or just peonle who sooke 
Smanish..».? 


Me Gers: None. 
to all? So that vou torced to learn the language 


Colin: None 


oo 


Mr. Ortiz: Forced to learn. 


Colin: Forced to learn. 


Me. Brides (He loudly chuckles) I don*t think the language was 
the question I was just forced to learn. 


Colin: Was their anvbody in your household that smoke fluent 
Enqlish? 


Mics Oreieis Na. 

Colin: So evervbody had to start from aground zero, 

Me. Uetepe  ‘Aiohrts 

Collins So how was it adiustinga to a new culture and language’? 


Mr. Ortizs lt was @asier for me than my brothers, my older 
brathers and sisters. 


Collins Because kindergarten 18 the beginning steno anyway. You're 
just learning to put thinas together. How old were your 
oldest brothers and sisters were they high school ase? 


Mr. Ortiz: (Siahs) Maybe already fifth. sixth. seventh. and 
ready to go into the high schools. They never made it 
(Pauses). IT was the only high school draduate other 
than my younger brother. I?m the only ane that 
tinished colleade. 


Colins The only one to finish colleqe. (I ned to myself. 
Impressive) Which high school did you move onto after 
grammar school? 


Mr. Ortiz: Central. 
Coline Central Hiah School. 


Mr. Ortiz: Across the street from where you are. Ky that time. 
Io Lived downtown. James Street. Which 18 up 
University Ave. where you qet to the Garden Festaurant 
up there. That*’s James Street. 


Colin: Was your mother workina at this time when you were livina 
in Newark? 


Me. Ortiz: Yes. My mother used to work in & laundry mat. 


Coline Dido any of vour older brothers and sisters helo aut after 
you moved’? 


Me. Ortizs My older brother auit school. He made it throuah hiah 
school. South Side. i think ne wae realiv tne last 
ane to come. I?m mot sure if he was here or it he wae 
the last one to came. (Mumbles) [ need to ask him. 


Colin: What kind of class situation were vou in Newark? Was it 
middle class or working class area would you say? 


Mr. Ortize There were a lot of home owners there, so I would say 
But it was working class home owners. They were not 
middie class. They were lower-middle. 

Colins Lower-middle. 

Me. Ortizs Yeah. I+ I were to classity them now. they would be 
like lower-middile class. They owned their own home 
and you know ...We used to rent thoudn. We rented a 
house. it wasn’t a full nouse, but they had a house 


that we rented ... 


Collins it was like a duplex. Those two family things. 

Me. Grete. Yeah. I think it was a one family turned into a twa 
family. 

Colin: I know what you're talking about. When did you start 


looking for a job? What was your first job experience 
that you can remember? 


Me. Ortizs After Central High School. I worked for Shawn 
Manutacture. It was & punch press ocuttit. Do you 
know what a punch press is? 


Colin: Wo. mot really. 


Mes GPEL Ss Most things that are made trom die. The die is the 
thing that they make so they can cut out pieces and 
leave the imorint. tor instance. 


(He gets up trom his chair and stands by his desks. 
He tinds a black stamo pad and opens it. He then 
cantinues with his description of the die process.) 


Looking at this here (ret. stamp pad). Tris could 
Just be a tlat sheet of metal. and with the punch 
press the tlat sheet will be cut out into ditterent 
flaps and at will gust cut it. Chh! Chh! Chh! 

(He makes chopping motions with his hand) Then 
another die. or at the same time when they cut, the 
die will imprint it so that it bent inte this shape. 
(He points to the round hinae on the stamp pad) 


Then at cuts ait out. and another die will make thie 
here component. Curl it so that they could interlock. 
And this is all done with punch presses. 


to could look at things and know which were done with a 
punch press and what was casted or what was forged 
because that*s what [ did for a while. 


Colbims How old were vou when vou had that first Job? 


Me. Urtizs i was about seventeen. Sixteen aqoing on to seventeen. 
i aqraduate ... No, i was seventeen. 


Colin: How did vour parents teel about you and your tirst job? 
Mrs Grtizs lt was working. 
Colins They were happy about that? 


mr. Ortizes Farents are always hapoyv ... (Bursts into laughter)... 
when their quy 1S making it. I was married then too. 


Colins You got married right away? 


Mr. Ortiz: Well not right away. I was single for about two 
months, then [ got married. 


Golan: While you were still in hiah school. 


Me. Ortizs No. Two months after [ finished high school, then 
Il got married. 


Colin: And was your wite Hispanic? 
fir, Ortdi2s Yean. She*s Fuerto Rican. From Jersey City. 


Colin: Fram Jersev City. (Glancina at mv notes) So vou're in 
Newark and she*s in Jersey City how did you ..% 


Mrs Ortizs My sister, one of my oldest sister used ta live in 
Jersey City and | met her at a party at one of my 
sisters. 


Colins Da you mind tellina me her name? 


Me. Ortizs Her name was Virgin Matos. M-a-t-o-s. 


Colin: How Lond were vou married’ 
Me. Orties About three and half, almost four years. tL had one 
child. 


Colin: One child. 
fir. Ortiz: Alice. 
Colin: Da vou know where they are now? 


Mr. Ortiz: Alice is twenty-one. That’s Alice. i(Foints to her 
graduation picture on my left) 


Coline: Is she in school now? 
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No. Alice 18 Living with her mother now. She Lived 
with me until the last two vears. Two years ago she 
went on her own and then she went to live with her 
mother. She telt that she needed to be on her own. 
brow in a difterent dimension. {I felt that it was 
important aisoa. It was aA mutual thing. It wasn’t a 
"TY want to get out of here” type of thing. 


Mes Qrtiz 


tH 
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Coalins Right. 


Mr. Orbizes “T really wanna do and I want to go on my own tor a 
while." “Well, go ahead.’ Then Later on she lost 
her job. “Well, I really don*t want to come home 
right now. LI want to stay with my mother and aet to 
know her." *Fine. go stay with your mother.* She 
calls evervdavy especially when she needs something 


Colans Richt. (1 lauah? 


Mr. Ortiz: She has two ditterent tones. "Pop" and then “Dad?" 
I sav “Whatcha need?!" 


Collins “DYad" as like “Dad" --- “Yeah. what do you want?’ 

Mer. Ortizs “What do vou need?* -- “L'm doing o.k." --* lem 
alriaht. Now what do you want?" 

Colins (Chuckle) Yeah. it usually goes like that. Soa how long 


were you working at the press shop was it’ 


MP. OCPETEs Pimm « Let*s see about ... not even a whole vear. ue 
don’t remember too clear. That was a long way hack. 
Twenty years. Atter that I went to work for 
investment Castina. And Investment Casting was .. 


they did casting. Then [ dealt with molds. 
Coline But it was still metal. 


Sire. Ortiz Yeah, it was metal and it was forged. aA foundry. 
don*t know if you know if you pour hot metal into a 
mold. then out comes the piece. Most pieces that are 
tormed in molds were ... We were doing then valves and 
gattling gun pieces for airplanes and machinery, for 
biq machinery parts ...bidq. 


Colins Il know at this time Newark was very industrial. { guess 
along the ports ... 


fry Getic This was in Sorinatield. Investment Castina. Shawn 
Manutacturing was in Newark. That was the one that I 
used to ... the tirst one. Then atter that was 
investment Casting. in Sorinafield, Nd. There [ 
worked for about three years. No. maybe about two 
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and a halt years. Two or three vears. 


Colins So at this time was everybody helping to support the 
tamily? 


Me. Ortiz: I was on my own then. 

Colins You were on your own at that time. 

hes OP RTSS Unce If got married, [I was on mv own. 

Colins You still lived in Newark atter that time. 

Me. Ortiz: Hom-mmh. 

Colins to understand through Frotessor Wagenheim and readina 


something about vou in the Rutgers article that you were 
involved with Aspira’? 


Mr. Ortize Yeah. but that came much Later though. 

Collins that came much later. oh. 

Me. Urtizes i was a traditional Aspirante, like thev call it. It 
was sort of an inductee ASspirante. Uhmm, atter the 
foundry, investment Casting. | worked tor Pathmark 
General which 1s when they were startina. They were 
called Supermarkets General back then, FPathmark. And 


i was in charge of a warehouse where I used to be a 
shipping/receiving clerk. 


It was a big warehouse, bigger than this school. And 
my Job was to make sure that there was always room far 
the items coming in. I used to go up and down with a 
pad and move items. T used to get guvs who would use 
the high/low to move items from end of the warehouse 
to another end. Then you had to codify them so that 
when they put them in this book and it came out of the 
computer, they would know how to pick them from the 
slots. 


Calin: You were supervisor of that whole area?’ You had people 
working under vou? 


Me. Ortizs J was never a supervisor. 
Colin: Never a supervisor. 


Me. Ortizs {i was gust working on the dock. but because of the 
nature of the job it [I needed to clear out a space 
i would have to tell some oeople to use the niah/low 
group, “Cause they had specitied arouns. we had 
high/low oeocole who were pickers and 1} was in charae 
ot slottina. That is. locating merchandise and 


putting them where they belonged. And so that I was 
able to tell people, but I wasn’t their supervisor. 
if they didn*t do what 1 asked. I would talk to 
their supervisor ... 


Colins Okay. 


Mes, Orkigce You know. 1 quess I was at the same level. but with 
difterent smecitications. But was one of 1065 where 
you were able to tell everybody else what to do 
because that’s what vou needed done. And once when 
some merchandise was coming in, and I knew how many, 
the bulkiness, the size and everything else, Lo would 
@lwaves get the measurements. to knew how much room If 
needed in the warehouse, because l*m very space 
conscious. Jl would really. say “We might not get this 
one in unless we do certain thinas. We may have to 
store same in the trucks." Four some back out, put 
them back in the truck. 


And ali that had to be coditied quick so that thev 
could put 1t in the books and the computer could run 
it so that everybody always knew where they were. One 
little number, and will be picking toothpicks instead 
of shampoo. Or something like that, one littie number 
and your order will be wrong. So you had to really 
concentrate and know what you were doing. and ft 
started there as a janitor and worked my way up. 


Colins So how longa did it take you to work trom janitor to the 
position you lett at? 


Mir. Brit 2s Four months. 


Goline Four months?! It seems like you were a hard worker, 
intense in that situation, but you said before that vou 
were kind of introverted as a child. 


Mew Orbiss Yeah. In Shawn Manufacture, Lt started there with the 
Punch press, the machine itselt+. Fuh! Fuh! (He jabs 
punches in the air). that was canstantly Boom! Boom! 
chopping out... 1 finally moved mysel+ within tour 
months to a shipoing clerk. 


i went to Investment Castina and started injecting wax 
rnto this mold. The molds were first a wax plece 
which then was encased 1n ceramic sart ot. Yhen the 
wax was heated out and pour out. It Lett and imprint 
60 that they could pour the metal in and the pieces 
were cut otf the big mold itselt. io went tram there 
in the two vears ... I became snhieping clerk there. 


Ynen I moved to the front office as sort of a quality 
contrel. From there I quit. and went to Supermarket 


a 
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General as a janitor, ‘cause I didn’t particularly 
care at the foundry. My father worked there twenty- 
+ive years. And there was always animosity in the 
union. i became vice president of the union there. t 
led two wildcat strikes, and 1 got into A very heated 
argument with the boss. He was Giving my a hard time 
so 1 said i don’t need to be in the same ofttice with 
him “cause he said | was to worker oriented. How can 
Lo not be worker orirented when my cousins and my 
brothers and evervbody had went through there and my 
broather-in-Law and my tather was working in there, 


Coline Riaht. 


fir. Betiees Yeah. i'm going to look out tor their welfare. ay 
didn*t care wear [ was working. You know, so t went 
to Supermarket General. got involved with the union 


their too. (Rambles?) It was a better paying Job and 
all that within there. There I met several guys who 
were college students who were coming on during the 
summer and work. Them, 1 supervised. A couple oft 


them were telling me why didn*t I[ go toa college. Why 
dan*t 1 go to college? (Shrugs shoulders) Eh, never 
crossed my mind. 


Colins These people were at the supermarket area, that you were 


Supervising. The FPathmark division got you interested in 
college. 
Mer. Urtizs Well, no. I would say that it*s the workers ... the 


younger college students that used to come in there. 
Yhey were kids to me. 


Colins Ukay. 


Mr. Ortizgs Because i was still married. and uh, they were just 
tresh out of ian school working their summer jiobs and 
qoing to school. l used to play basketball with them 
and all that. io ¢elt like { was much older them. 
Now, Ll realize that | was a kid gust like them, but I 
had other responsibilities. fo had marriage responsi- 
bilities. Iowas a father and they were doing what 
kids should do. What [ should nave done as a kid! 

1 didn*t let myselt arow up. I just went straight 
tram high school toa other responsibilities. sa I had 
na should | say adolescent lite. 


Collins Do you think that you took on the responsibilities on 
to soon or ..? 


Me. Ortiz: Detinitely. Yean, I should have done like other young 
people do. bo to coliegs, or if not go to college. 
enjoy life trom a different perspective and then get 
married later on when you really mature. I think f 
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matured ... I don*t know that | ever really matured, 
(Bursts into a giaqgie) tintil mavbe lately. 


Colins I would say that you matured it you handied those 


resoonsibilities so soon atter high school. 


Mrs OFtize Yean, J did. i was responsible. iMumbles) Maybe, 
io don’t mean responsible, maybe mentally. to dan*t 
EnOW. it?s hard to say, but IT know that 1 always 
thought of mvselt as being a man then. Il realize now 
that I was mot. 1 was a kid with man responsibilities 


Colin: How do you teel that you handled it or mot handied it if 
you feel that way? 


Mr. Ortizs I*m here. (We laugh in unison) My dauanter is doina 
fine. { handled it. 


Colins Soa what do you think you got out of that experience? It 
may not have the place that you wanted to be at the time, 
but least you learn something from it. 


Me. Ortiz: {’m sure that I learn something from it. Uh ... 
(Conversation in background) ... Can*t say hang in 
there “cause I was divorced and then got married aqain 
so lt can*t say that I hanged in there then. But then 
that had to do with the vounaness. Uh, if stay with 


things. I mean | don*t bail out. d*ii sink with the 
shin. Mavbe, that*s why I[ got out of it. You know. 
Colin: Determination. 
Me. Ortizs Yeah, Lt would say that. 
Colans Bo you think that same determination and perseverance got 
you to where you are now? If not family wise .. 
Us What got me to where 1 am now was that.. When I cot to 


college, I was a single parent by then. The first 
year, that is. the tirst year that mv wite, my ex-wife 
were seeing things different. it was an either school 
or her kind of thing. She booked. I had my daughter. 
so [ continued to go to school, and [ finished. 


Colin: Which school was this? 


[wo I started at Rutgers one year then I moved to Futgers. 
New Brunswick to finish up my last four years. I met 
my wife, present wite, at Rutgers and we have a child. 
You can see him on that side. (He points to a picture 
of son on my right}. Hector. 

Collins Hector, Okay. 


Mr. 


Ortizs 


Colins And 


Mr. 


Colins 


Mr. 


Orhize 


Ortiz 


Colin: Acc 


Mr. 


Ortiz: 


Eva. 


1 


We call him Tito. He's twelve now. Now with her, you 
know, she’s a different type of woman | guess. We've 
been fourteen years now together, and we seem to be 
making & goa out of it. She works for the Newark Board 
aS a Supervisor and working on her doctorate. So 
there*’s a lot of commonality between the two of us. 


her name? 
Eva. 
(Writing it down in my notes) 


I guess [ changed then, you know, some what. i became 
a little more outgoing mot as ..I1 started. I think 
the college experience was where [ really started to 
discover myself. Discovering what my surroundings are 
And started developing my own opinions about life. 
Going back to your question is that what got me here, 
(Sighs) lt was a big accident. 


dant? 
Because if you were to ask me back ... I mean I’m 
giving vou a little bit about my historv. But if you 


were to ask me back at any of those points would I be 
the dean of a school, how could [ tell you "yeah" and 
Tl even drove a truck during some ot those jobs. I 
drove a truck (Mumbles) 


ew The are a lot of in between periods that I’m not 
telling vou about like when I[ tried to get into the 
police torce. Twas trying toa become an iron worker 
which would set up frame buildings, vou know. And I 
did that for I while, but I didn*t like walking across 
those beams with the wind blowing. And didn’t want to 
become a police officer because I saw some of the 
things that a police officer had to do and I couldn*t 
get myself to ... to that point so I resigned from all 
those things. And then continuing on to Supermarket 
General and then going to college. 


So I say it was a big accident. (Stutters) And 
accident that I?m sure I made some decisions on it 
but I guess the destiny of it also prevailed to bring 
me to this point. 


Because when I got out of college, my first job was as 
a teacher. Iwas F.E. maior, physical education. I 
taught at Plainfield High School. Flainfield High 
School then [ got r.i.f.fed. Reduction in force means 
that they had to let go of 200 teachers in the system. 
[was one of ..they say the last one hired, first one 
fired. 
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Colins You 


Mts Orie 
Colins 
Mew, Crtias 


Colin: And 


fr . 


Ortize 


Colins Put? 


Miro. 


Ortiz s 


were there for less than a vear? 


Not even a year. I taught one year at the school. 
There, [ knew there wes another good future for me 
because I was really moving in there. I was pretty 
vou know, good. I enjoyed it. I was coaching and 
doing the things that normally phys. @d. teachers do. 
My ultimate goal then was to become a principal of 
the school. 


A principal. 


T seven tea I got r.i.t.fed. Looking for another jab, 
l ended up here at Essex County College, and I"ve 
been here ever since. This is my twelfth year. I 


started in the admissions office as a recruiter. 
what year was that when you started’? 


Uh, let's see it was.. (Squints eves. Raises head to 
the ceiling).."76. Soa I moved trom there to director 
of the Project D program here known as the Diploma 
Equivalency Education Froaram. GED program. And then 
{ moved up here as assistant dean and now [’m the 
associate dean of student affairs. 


So what do I owe my success to and all of that? To 
some of the peaple that Io ran into all in between my 
lite, because there were added people who were 
supportive. Feople who were supported ot me while in 
college, who | guess saw something in me and they 


helped mold it. Feople who gave me support when I 
was down; peaple who gave me help when I needed 
certain courses...financial aid ..You know the 


gdavernment supplemental aid for someone who is either 
trying to take care of your child and go to school and 
all that. Your money is not there, then you just 

wouldn*t go to school. Youll take care of your child 


Un, I guess the biggest mark that I can truly say is 
that there is a God. And I .. I’m a man of faith. I 
believe that the Lord has a... I believe in destiny. 
That the Lord has prescribed my life and I*m living it 
and [*m goofing it up here and there for Him, but 
samewhere arcqund He keeps me in line. 


S you right back on track. 


Yeah. he puts me right on track. And I know that I 
have steered away many times. [*m not pure. There’s 
no purity here. By the same time, I know that the 
wav He’s been. Go... I believe in that tenet that 

as stated im the Bible that they Lord will help those 
help themselves. So vou know I’ve helped myself. t 


iz 


have mot sat back and received this. I mean I don’t 
it to sound that way. 


Colins Mmh-mmh. 


Mr. De ties Because I have put forth eneray and sacriticed many 
things ... many things that I value. Things that [ 
put aside. Fride and all of that to get to where I 
am. But, and in doing so it seems 50 easy. I seems 
like I’ve done it so easy but IT know it was a h-hard 
trail. But because... I guess... (Pauses) .. If some- 
one else were to do it, I would say "God. you had to 
do all that." You know, there were times when [ lived 
in my car. Like I said there’s a whole lot. You 
can never reduce your life to the little particular 
things that you did. When my daughter and I lived in 
a car before “cause there was no dorming room. 


Coline Ummh! 


Me. Ortiz: And you know. I quess it was hard but I don*t even 
look at those things. Il guess they were important 
at that moment. They*re not important anymore. 
And if there was any advice I had to give I["d say 
"Hey! You just keep working at it little by little. 
Don*t give it up! And those things will just kind of 
tall behind you as you go along. I quess it would 
only hurt if you failed at it. If you stopped. Then 
you dwell, but I’m not dwelling on anvthing because I 


had my downs also. I’ve failed at certain things that 
T wanted to do, but I just find that it’s part of 
life. 

Collins It’s a continuing process of change and growth and .. 

Me. Ortizs {I don*t know what’s going to happen to me the next 


five or ten years ... 
Collins Ure five, ten minutes. 


Me. Orties Exactly. You know, so I can*t say will J continue to 
be dean here or ... 


Colin What made you choose..physical education was your maior at 
Rutgers? 


Me. (Gretises Well, I was interested in sports. From one to ten as 
an athlete, [ was about a five or four. 


Colins Five or four? What kind of sports did you play? 


Me. Ortizs I would be chosen like third. (Laughs) You know, how 
you choose sides. 
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Colins Uh-huh! (VYerging on laughter) 


Mies Orbis IT would be.. If there were eight, I would be chosen 
third or fourth. I would not be first choice, but 
but I would not be the last choice either. To was in 
the middle somewhere, You know. 


Colins What were your best sports? 

Me. Orhizs Basketball, baseball. soccer, and swimming and 
football. 

Colin: Soa vou learned most of those qames over here’? 

Me. Giehigs Even though [ was good in football. I didn’t want to 
Play it. 

Colins Didm*t want to play it?! 


Mrs Ortizs I don*t like to get hit. 


Colin: (I chuckle in agreement) {Io hear you. You didn’t play at 
all for the high school team. 


Mea Ortiz I played soccer and baseball. 
Coline Soccer and baseball. That gave you the idea at Rutgers. 
Mr. Ortiz: No. That was just that I had to make a choice of a 


major. So I chose something that I enjoyed doing. 
That was physical things. 


Collins Were there many Fuerto Rican or Hispanic students in the 
Rutgers system at that time? Or in college that you know 
of? 

Mea Geta: Not really. I think there was about .. visibly, mavbe 

ten. 

Colins Maybe ten. Was their any e@xperience that you could get 


out of that or was not that a problem trying to get your 
cultural ar ethnic identity in a school where you are not 
in the majority per se? Or it’s not the same home 
situation. 


Mr. Ortizs I became an activist in collene. Il was & pacifist 
before I went to college. I was just a worker. 
Iwas just working hard and making money and trying to 
take care of my family. When I reached college, I had 
only my dauaqnhter to take care of and then I got inte 
discussions. Folitical discussions of community 
concern and I began to understand community needs, in 
that sense, and therefore [ became an activist to try 
represent the interests of the Hispanic community. 


1y 


We talked about the issues that we had been slighted 
on. 


Colin: What organizations did you have to join? 


Mr. Ortiz: i then joined the Puerto Rican Urganization, which is 


still in existence. I was one ot the people who 
helped found it. I maintained it to a point where we 
grew and then ...1 don’t know what*s been happening 


with it lately. (Mumbles) Futting input and statements 


Coline: So what were you trying .. what was your platform more 
or less at that time? Was it admissions or..? 


Me. Ortiz: Admissions. Faculty and student body. Admissions .. 
and uh .. relevant courses. 


Colin: Relevant courses. 
Mr. Ortiz: Puerto Rican Studies. 


Colin: That all came out after your foundation. Did you reach 
out to the community while you were in college? 


Me. Ortize Can*t do anything without reachina out to the 
community! 


Colin: On, yveah. 


Me. Getizs For the Hispanic studies. students the community is 


their suppert. Those who do not want to think all 
that and can make it on their awn. some do. That’s 
O.k. but vou always need to reach out to the community 
support. That community base has to be there in order 
FOr eas 

eee Tt kind of puts the college in check. Riant 


now it’s not as visible as it was, but it’s as subtle. 
The community is out there, you know. and you can do 
whatever vou want but sooner or later if, with the 
right stirring the community will come into a college. 
it just takes the right people to move it. 


Volins Was their any particular organization in the community 
be 


that was working with the students or ..7 


Mr. Ortiz Then, with the students? Aspira. came out also. That 
was when the question you asked me was I an Aspirante? 
Well. ASpira came out. Aspiras worked with counselling 


younger students who were in high school and all that. 
I was already in college and 1 became sort of an 
Aspirante® as a sponsor of a monetary scholarship of 
$400. I then they gave me a pin saving I was dubbed 
an Aspirante, based on my achievements. 
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Colin: How long were vou SSsoclated with that group? 


Me. Ortiz: Well. in that sense I was like I said an honorary. 
owas in counsel, continuously with them, They just 
Contributed to my education in that fashion. but 
Since then [I’ve been associated with them on many 
ditterent levels, dust from otfering my services to 
*-Seeking their services for other students that I 
know. 


Colins Did that get you interested in working with the board of 
education when you spent time? 


Mr. Ortizs Working for the board of education, it wasn*t work 
it was volunteer time ... 


Colin: Volunteer time. 


Mr. Ortizs *»&S a board member. I was appointed. then later 
elected to the board. Uh, what drove me there? rt 
was working in this college. As I told you before 
I was director of the Project D program, the GED 
Program and in that program I was enrolling mon hiah 


school graduates into the program. And { used to be 
the person who would aain them admission into this 
college and run them through the process. Took them 


through the period where they would accumulate 
twenty-one college level courses they needed to 
Oraduate from the program and continue the collede 
vears if they wished. (Phone rings) Excuse me, 


Colin: YOu were talking betore about the board of education. 


Mr. Ortiz: Oh, veah. In working for the GED program as director, 
I had to admit or deny students access to the school. 
it was ... Now this is an open enrollment school, 
which means all you have to do 1s be a high school 
aqraduate and vou're in. There is no entrance examin- 
ation. There’s only a placement exam. Sa we also 
used to use the placement exam to screen out the 
Project D students, because if they functioned at 
avery low, low level they would not have access. 

But there is also an age criteria, and that’s what 
brought me to the board. 


A lot of fifteen, sixteen year olds. The age ..the 
age had to be eighteen, that was the chronological 
age that they had to be to come into the school or 
@lse they had to be denied admission. That was done 
s0 that a student would not quit the traditional 
school, the high school just S90 they could get into 
Essex County College, finish their GED, and continue 
the colleae. 


Caline 


Mr. 


Orta: 


What happened was that a lot of kids would come in 

nat knowing all those rules and sav quit their schools 
then find out that they need to go to school, but 
don*t want to go to their reqular, traditional school. 
They come to Essex County College and they hear about 
the other people running through the GED proaram and 
all of that. FPlus they get financial assistance and 
60 on. You know, it*s another means of support. You 
don’t have nothing else at home. 


And in doing so, I found so many youna fifteen and 
sixteen year Olds and that bothered me because I 
used to have to deny them. But there was no other 
place for them to go. The adult learning program 
maybe, which is the same thing and they would not 
continue in school. I felt something was wrong. 
Something’ s wrong with the system in Newark. I knew 
there was always. but I kind of never .. 


And in questioning it. I questioned one person and he 
said to me "Why don*t vou become a board member and 
see if you can change it?" And then, at that point, 
you know, I was very naive to a lot of the svstem. 
The components of the system. 


Folitics and such. 


Yeah, Io didn’t understand what a board member was 
about. The more [ found out about it, I said “Hey, 
maybe that is the point." So I beqan taking an 
interest in becoming a board member. I didn*t 
become a board member riaqht away because I showed an 
interest. I wrote a few letters to the mayor saving 
that I know that he had to appoint people and I said 
I was interested in becoming a board member. 


I didn*t understand the tie in with the political, 
politicalness of it. Io just thought that I had 
interest. I?m an educator. "Name me when you have 

a slot!" I never understood all the political things 
that .. that other people would have to say "Yeah, 
he*s okay" or so on and so on. You know, respect 
your credentials in order to qet into there as an 
appointee. 


And uhm. eventually, after several other people were 
put in, one person resigned and they needed someone.. 
T quess I was the least political controversial person 
that they ... my community could have decided on 


Saying "Yeah. let Ortiz in." By that time, I think 
people had also taken notice of me in mv abilities at 
the college here. Some of my political input within 


the community. 


Then I started realizing that I have to activate 
myself politically within the community that 1 live 
in. I*m going to be here, get involved, get to know 
the community, get to know the people, because J 
believe in self-determination. And the only way that 
I’m going to be a Person who determines what is going 
to happen to me and my family is that I’m going toa 
have to get out there and find out what's happening, 
sO that I can dictate it to myself, 


And in doing so, you know, I found mysel¢ alsa 
dictating a lot of the services for the community. 
Helping the community out with the little contacts 
that [ made at different sub-levels,. 


Moving along, I aot &ppointed one day. A aot a letter 
Saving that thev were interested in getting me appoin- 
ted to the board. did I show interest, I was 
appointed. While serving in there, there was some 
(Breaks into a Giggle) political turmoil that happen. 
£ think vou might have read about all those things 
during the Ward Columbus Salley era ., 


not sure of that. What vear was this? 


This went on fram 19..0h boy!...1982 on. 1982, 1963, 
fil 1985. 


What was the controversy about? 


Well, vou*ll Probably have to go look in the news- 
Papers. Dating back now to read all the things that 
happen. He was one of the superintendents that came 
to the Newark school system, which then, they released 
his contract. He took it to court and won the case. 


T was a board member during that era, They changed 
the system from type one which was an appointed. The 
community went out and rallied because they Just had 
to get this guy out and they changed it to a type two 
and made the board members go up for election. I was 
one of the first board members to ao up for election 
and won! And finally the community mustered enoudh 
Power to even oust a person whom they felt, like 
myselt, was not really there in the interest of the 
community. 


They got other People to find out that type two is 
worse than type one. Iwas an advocate of tyoe one 
because it assured a seat for the Hispanic community, 
where type two vou had to get elected. We had never 
had an elected official other than myself on the board 
and at Essex County. 


Colin: Never had. 


Mr: Grties So I was always trying to go for what was in the 
interest of our community and the interest of 
democracy, as peoole were saying. That it’s more 
democratic to have people voted in. Fine! I believe 
in democracy in that sense, but it didn’t assure the 
Hispanic community a seat on that board and it still 
doesn*t assure it. So that the dilemma is going to be 
tound this coming year. We have to depend on the 
machinery to put someone in there who is doina to have 
to be dedicated to that machinery. 


Colin: How large is the Hispanic ...electoral..? 
Me. Ortizes It’s about 80,000 in Newark, 
Colins 80,000! 


Mr. Ortizs And about 60,something of those are Fuerto Rican. nd 
the educational svstem is about 27% is Hispanic. 


Colins in Newark. The public school system, 
Me. Ortiz:  Umh-mmm. 


ry 


Colin: Soa they were responsible for electing you that first time? 


That 60,000? 
Mees: bedicay That came out of my community. 
Colins As I was saying. what changes did you what to make before 


you aot into the system? 

Me. Urtizs What changes did I want to make? The first thing that 
Io wanted to do was to address the dropout problem. 
Why students were dropping out at that voung age? 
You know. what*s going on? 

Coline is there a high percentage? 

fr, Oetias Yeah. 

Colins in the hiaqh school svstem? 

Mr. Ortizes Sixty somethina to 7x. 

Collins Nowadays. 

Mes Ortizs It*s still like that. 


Colins And for Hispanic students. 


Mee Genie: For Hispanic students, it’s up to 8o, 


Colin: So 60% 15 overall and 80% for Hispanic students. 
Mr. Ortizs This 1s better than your class. huh. 
Colins EMcCUSe me. 


Mr, Ortizs (He erupts with laughter) Heh! Heh! Heh! Hen! You 
can erase that part. 


Colins Frobably. yeah. 
Mes, Grtras it*s the beainning of the tape. 


Colin: Okay. So an 80% dropout rate of Hispanic students and of 
those Hispanics students, mostly are Puerto Ricans from 
the community? 


Mr. Ortiz: Yes. The majority are Fuerto Ricans. They just about 
reach the tenth arade ... 


Colins Tenth grade and then they just dropout ... 


Mr. Ortizs Let me draw in smaller numbers to give vou a picture, 
If you take 100 students who begin in kindergarten, 
the total number. Then start tracing them up to 
their high school year, about ten to twelve will 
graduate. 


Colins Graduate high school and then .. 
Mr. Ortiz: We don*t know what theyv*ll do after that. 


Colings And the eighty just get lost in the system somewhere, Soa 
what do you suppose the problems ...whv are they..? 


Me. Ortizs Why 18 it happenina? 


Coline: There are probably various reasons, but maybe vou can 
Point to things that vou .. that .. 


Mr. Grtizs That vou*re going to find out in vour class little by 
little. Socio-economic problems. Cultural. (Fhone 
Frings in backaround) Self esteem. Models. Ecanomics 
that’s the dot. Financial has a lot to do with it. 
They have to work to care for ... Peer influences... 
There*s so many. It*s hard to attack it on which one 
is most crucial. Qo think they all are interwound. 
You can*t isolate one and say that will correct it. 
You have to work on the whole global... 


Colin: What were you going to work on while you were in the 
board of education? 


Mr. Orties (Sighs) I started working on a.. mainly on the.. 
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Colin: 


Mra 


Collins 


Mey 


Colin: 


Pir 


*.SeG1ng that teachers (Someone knocks on the door) 
Yeah! (Addresses his secretary) She'll take care of 
its (Addresses me) We were at where. 


The problems vou were g0ing to address on the board of 


education. 


br ties 


Ortiz: 


Oris 


Well. I just started looking into the system AS a 
whole. Why is it that the students are dropping out? 
And again, it had to do with a lot of the problems 
that [ mentioned that involved the students. In the 
schools I quess was to make the educational ..their 
educational experience a positive one. Trying to see 
that teachers were addressing them, educationally, 

You know, to bring up the scores, beef up the academic 
curriculums. 


At the same time, Give them role models make sure that 
there were role models available for the students. 
Someone to relate to ... The counseling component so 
that you can show them that support. Students need a 
lot of support in the system. They need to be given 
mare importance, I think that students also needed ta 
have more voice ..what they wanted to see with their 
education. And above all, not allow a lot of 
Political intervention within the system. Those are 
the things that it boils down to. AGAIN, We were 
attacking them one by one, 


First, for learning to take place, one of the first 
things that we tackled was that teacher must be there 
and a student must be there. O.k. lf yvou’re mot .. 

it you are out cutting one day and then the teacher 1s 
absent the next day, there's no learning that’s going 
to take place, 


Riahnt. 


fhe first thing is to bring the two together. Then ta 
have some extra-curricular activities for the students 
so they can have other things to try to get teachers 
to stay and become part of that good old teacher/ 
student/tamily type of thina. Rather than just 
teaching my five hours and “acios". 


They are usually done? 


Yeah. So we're trying to bring that concept back. 
Those were the type of things that we were trying to 
do to reduce the dropout rate. Have more programs 

for the students. Meaningful programs..try to get 
cooperative education. Try to hire students in the 
school system right within the school system. Working 
in offices ...Exposing them to careers, 
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Coline 


Do they have a co-op system within the hiah school 
quess? 


Me. Drees We beqan building one. Right now, to be honest with 


vou, I don*t know if the things that we were working 
on ..but we did establish some. I don’t know if they 
still exist or not. My understanding, some of them 
were kept, some of them were just ... you know, cut 
out I guess. Cast aside. 


Col aie Do you think that it*s important that a lot of teachers 
be Hispanic to teach Hispanic students or ...ls there 
anything that you feel that they need a bicultural tie 
within the school system? 

Mrs Other I believe so, but & Caring teacher can also turn the 
student around. You know, having someone of vour own 
to serve as a role model, that’s a plus. But at the 
same time ... (Fhone rinas)..having someone who's 
sensitive to your needs and to your cultural needs 
26 also a plus. Having someone who 1s estranged ta 
it and in opposition to it. 15 a minus. A lot of 
teachers in the system are estranged and opposing to 
it. So that’s a minus. And | thank the attitude 
prevails more than anything. 

Colin: So what would vou sav to a person who would oppose that 
kind of approach, that there should be some kind of tie 
between the person's backaround and the school system? 
You probably have people who would oppose, sav bicultural/ 
bilingual education, ... 

Mr. Ortizs fhat*s continuous. 

Collins That*s continuous. 

Mr. Orhizs Yeah, because it hecomes attitude. For people ta say, 


"You mean [ can*t do it?" No, you can do it. You can 
do it. but to speak to a Hispanic student 1 can 
probably do it better. Only because [ understand it 
better, you have to learn it. Even when you learn it, 
you don*t know it as well as I do because [ lived it. 
And it*s the same token for me to teach a black 
student, or a white student. I can do it. ft have no 
problem. I have something to share. 


I have something to give vou, as a black man, but I 
cannot give vou the black @xperience. IT can only aqive 
you the black experience through my readings. and I 
don’t know 1¢ you can truly except that I really know 
what black peonple go through and have gone through. 

No matter what I tell vou. If you henesty ... Think 
about it. Can | really? Can I tell you what your 
tamily has gone through? And can tell you i read 
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Malcolm. Harriet Tubman. I understand a little bit 
about that, but you lived the black experience. 


Collins You can*t get down to that individual .. since you weren’t 
in that experience. 


Mes Ortize Yeah. IT know about chittlins and the jokes that 
revolve around that. You know, [ know the 
volatileness of the term "nigger" when it*s thrown 
out, and then how it 1s kick around in fun when you 
quys throw out to each other. But I savy it and I 
understand 1t, somebodv else could come by acciden- 
tally and say it and not understand it. 


Coline: Right. 


Mr. Ortiz They might want to kid with you “cause they see you 
kiddinag, but they don*t understand that there is that 
cultural ditterence where you miaht object to it. 


Coline Hight. 


Mr. Ortiz: You know, so. like 1 said there are some oft us who are 
more sensitive and more schooled toward the other 
persons culture. but it*s mot the same someone of your 
own kind. You know, the offenses are taken differently 
(Background conversations become more audible). 


Colin: Are there any type of programs that you try to get 
Hispanic students to do culturally, say atter school? 


Me. Ortiz: Well, I just supported what was there. (Secretary 
shouts) I didn’t try to bring anything different 
ather than the special ed program. {fo worked hard in 
getting special ed children, Hispanic, bicultural, 
they were put into the regular program. and now 
imagine a kid who was special @d and then thrown inte 
a regular proaram. It’s like double Jeopardy. 


Coline  Raghit. 


Mr. Ortizs So Ll worked hard in aqettinag money into the svetem to 
address the special ed kids. 


Collins Were vou satistied with the goals that you tried ta 


oy 


accomplish or did accomolish while vou were ..7 
Mrs. Crtiias Heli no! i never made .. (Breaks out into lauoanter) 
eee l was climbing Mount Everest. { think ft climbed 


the ¢tirst tive rocks. 


Golins lt*s a start. it*s a start. 


Me. Ortie: There was a lot of community intervention and all that 
business. Folitics took place because at that time 
a lot of the tocus was on changing the mavor and so 


On. it was never about the school. 
Colins Fiant,. everybody just .. 
Mr. Ortizs it was political. lt was political interest, the 


city, the city’s growth. How to change the sources 
and resources of the city of Newark. 


Colins So you said that the dropout and stutf was still a problem 
and different people and organizations are trving to 
address that. 


Mr. Ortizs it’s still a problem .. 


Colins Still a problem. Is there any other problem besides ., 
Mr. Ortize Ida, you know, workshops on that and I have a lot 
of information on it here and there just to point the 
reasons and the statistics how crucial it is. But it 


still is a problem. Ssseventy-ftive percent to eighty 
percent of Puerto Ricans still dropout of school. 
They did then and they are now! 


Colins So you*re a role model for you to have come from the same 
background and college. basically by yourself, and then 
come to this position. So how .. 

Mr. OrFtiee I never said basically by myself. (Moves torward in 


his chair to a more comfortable position). Remember 
that I told you that there were other people in 
between there that did helo me out. And not all were 
Hispanic. There were some. you know. black people 
that helped me out and there were some whites people 
who helped me out. Uh, there was a little bit here and 
there. Those that I told you that were sensitive to 
my needs and then thase who were those people who were 
pneanple peonle..npeople. 


Colins Right. 


Mr. Ortizs You know. there are people people! They can see you 
and know what vou’re trying to do and they can 


tacilitate some ot it. And they*1]l just facilitate 
it and not do it because "Hey. ["*m doing it for this 


black youngster." They just do it because they're 
people people. 


Colin: Right. (1 smile) 


Mrs - DPEDS You know. and there*s very few of people by the wav. 


Mir 


Collins So while you*re in the college situation now, how do 


attract Fuerto Rican students to start thinking about 
college if they’re not even thinking about, you know, 
graciuating hiah school? 


Urtize 


Colins You 


Mr. 


Colans 


Mr. 


Colin: 


Mr. 


Ortizs 


ks 


(Takes a breath?) I don’t do a proaram or [ don*t plan 
out. I do it more as 1 touch them individually. Arne 
fotey to stress the importance of them aoing to school 
1 try to map out how you can succeed and 1 try to let 
them know that in your quest, vou know, [ can be in 
your corner. Just let me know how you want me to help 
VOU. {can .. and then teach them through my network 
esand how to network to aet into negotiate what they 
what and what they need. 


Even to go beyond sometimes having to deal with non- 
Hispanics, because once you... I think initially you 
need that "Hispanicism", but then after a while. you 
kMOWs we 


just need to be human. 


»»You got to get the string and tell them ... You gat 
to be able to negotiate with the other people. but 
the idea is to teach how to negotiate that system. 
GQ.k. and how to go beyond that "Hisnanicism". Because 
{ don*t need role models anymore. {I think I have 
become the role madel because I*ve learned how ta 
neqotiate the system for myself and now that [ have 
learn to negotiate the system tor myselt+ my thina is 
to teach someone else how to negotiate the system for 
themself. And I don’t limit it to Hispanics, because 
there are a Lot of non-Hispanics who do not (Chucklas 
liantly) know how to negotiate the system for 
themselves. That goes bevond the gen..vou know, the 
gender. 


So as dean of students you*re in charge of takina 


care of the student services. 


Ortiz: 


Ortiz: 


Yean. il*m the associate dean. To am directly respon- 
Sible to supervise physical education and the athletic 
program. And the physical education building because 
we do other special events. {It’s an auxiliary 
enterprise. In other words. it has to be self 
managed, self funded. { also supervise the day care 
center which is there to assist and agive support 
services to the students who have children. The 
health office and the student activity. Of course you 
know what student activity represents. 


Right. 


These are the offices that I directiy supervise. I 


indirectly supervise the career resource, the 
admissian testing and so on. 


Colin: Is the day care operated all year round tor students? 
Me. Ortiz Yeah. 


Calin: That*s good. And that’s been in operation since you 
started. 


Mee Gertie Uh. yeah. 


Colins That puts you right at the top position to take charge 
BF dts 


Me. Ortices Yeah, I took charge of it when I became assistant 


dean. 

Collins Do you like working with children? 

Me. Ortiz: Very much. You can see what my room is made of mostly 
right. (We both laugh, as he points to the various 


photographs and paintinas of children around the room) 
I believe in two people. Children and old people. 
Everybody else in between I[ believe they can make it. 
Children and old people need to be taken care of. And 
L°’ll be getting old ... I*m getting older. You know, 
but that*s the way I look at it. Not that they're 
helpless, but they just need a little bit more tender 
loving ... (Phone rings).. care, you know, than a 
young, buck like vourself. Excuse me. 


(Here ends the tirst part of the interview. The transcription 
proceeds with second halt concluded on the following Monday.) 


Colt nis Today is Monday, November 16. 1987. And I’m sitting where 
with Me. Hector Ortiz, the Associate Dean of Student 
Att¢airs at Essex County College. Okay. Me. Ortiz when we 
lett off last week, uhm, we went through the aamut about 
stuf? that you did in your life. IT would like to now go 
back to your life in Puerto Rico. And on a personal note, 
I would like to know what memories do you have of your 
parents and how they raised you? 


Mrs Orties Well the ..When I recollect about the memories that I 
have my parents, it’s pretty equal because [ only 
spent Six years in Puerto Rico. So it*s very short 
years and very few memories and [ guess only those 
things that imprint on a young, little boy is those 
things that will be vivid. 


Uh, Ll remember my tather as a ..He used to work in the 
Sugar canes. One of the things that I remember was 
that ..1lt was very vivid is that I used to bring lunch 


to him what we call tianbreras. There like little 
decks of, uh, pots that usually hook on and with 
separate compartments you can put ditferent types of 
food in each without mixing them all. Fianbreras are 
».. (Somebody knocks on the door).. They were very 
common in the island. So, the reason why that’s 
pretty important is because that is what I used to 
carry my father’s lunch in to take to the fields. 


He used to work aS a ..Sligar cane. He was not a sugar 
cane cutter. He was ..what he used to do was drive 

a tractor that used to pull the wagons where they used 
to stack the sudar cane on. I imagine at one point 
that he used to cut sugar can also. And he partici- 
pated in any realm, I guess, that had to do with 

sudqar cane. 


I remember that ..The reason why I remember that. well 
because one particular time f£ took his Lunch to him 
which a considerable distance. 1 quess when I went 


back at a later age, it’s like equivalent to a ten 
block walk in the tields. 


So vou walked ten blocks through the ... 


Yeah. at the age of five carrying this to my tather. 
And I remember it being late in the afternoon, “cause 
he brought me back home on a bicycle and on the bike. 
uhm, I goat my foot caught in the spokes and then I 
(Mumbles) had around six to eight stitches 


So he had to rush me trom there to the pueblo to get. 
«etQ get my stitch ..my foot stitched. And so I 
remember that being one incident and as my father ... 
Io think another part of my father that I remember was 
a, one particular Christmas. My tather, I thought 
Came Lipon some money. { don*t know, maybe he hit the 
numbers. My tather always played the numbers. I 
don*t know if 1t was that he hit the numbers or did he 
aoe Later on I found out that he used to even borraw 
or should I say take ..sort of aust put it on a bill 
credit wise. 


He had friends in the ports so and..during that time.. 
C was born in 1945, those were like hard periods. Re 
was Just after the war, and I think that our small 
community was going through nardshios. And he was 
able to qet & baq of rice and this I remember sittina 
on the steps, a bag of rice and a bag of beans and he 
would Give Sach person a cup from it. I found out 
later in age that that was my tather just kind of took 
ali that in credit and absorbed ail that cost from the 


town, because there was mo food at that point. you 
know, for the town. 


Another thing is I remember, like I said. during 
Christmas if he ..if he hit the numbers or not... 

He went and bought toys for all the kids in that 
little particular part of, of the community that I 
lived in. There was only about twenty-five to thirty 
houses, thirty families, and each one had maybe three 
ar five who knows how many kids. I don’t remember 
too well. { remember only my particular friends and 
Il remember them being older kids. 


My father bought something for almost each kid in that 
community. He was pretty generous. like that. He wag 
a very hard working person. My father arew up .. 

I quess, you know, believed in that old Puritan ethic. 
Work hard to make your money and take care of your 
responsibilities and your family. Uh, and then he 
disappeared. Io guess that’s when he came to the 
United States. I doan*t remember him ever leaving. 


Collins He was Like just going to work and then you never saw him? 


Mew Ortiss 1 never remember seeing him leave. I quess it he left 
he must have left at might time or .. or ..All I know 
is that he was just gone. I don’t remember me ever 
questioning "Where is he?" [ don*t remember nothing 
in terms of when he came to the United States. I only 
came about finding out all those particulars after I 
grew older and started questioning some of the thinas 
that happened in between stages of life. 


And my mother, Of course, she was with us. The most 
that [ remember about my mother was that she took care 
of the household. {He moves his head like a clock). 
She washed, she cooked, and she cooked and she washed 
and she took care of us. And then. she disappeared. 
And I don*t remember that either. 


Calins Ga she was a housewife while in Fuerto Rico? O.k. 
Me. Ortizs Yeah. My mother was a good seamstress. I remember 
her always sewing also. She used to make everything 


that we wore, 
Coalins My mom does that too tor my sisters. 


Mer. Ortizs She used to make, you EnoOW, baseball team uniforms out 


of flour sacks for the teams in the town. And they 
used to bring her ..Now that wasn*t like a Job. I 
guess she used to get paid for doing it. I alsa 


remember (Fauses) Just really..no more than that. 


Colins No. 


Mr. Ortige 


My tather used to always take us fishinda. My tather 
taught me how to fish for we lived only like six 
blocks away from the shore. We used to .. teach us 
also how to fish, not just catch crab but fish, and I 
learned how to catch octopus at a very young age. 

Do you know how to catch an octopus? 


My tather taught me at maybe the age of five or tour. 
Ur tive. to don*t remember too well. Kut £ remember 
him taking me out on a row boat and then there were 
these trees that grow into the ocean. Thev're like 
this. (Holds his hand branched down like the roots). 
Real long roots so that the tree stayed on top of the 
water, but the roots went all the way down and you can 
imagine a whole bunch of roots like threads like 
hanging «+. 


Colins Like kelp or something? 


Mr. Ortiz: 


Calins How 


NR DFR 


Yeah, sort of just like this and the tree stub on top. 
And it used to be a good hiding place for the octopus 
under there. My father used to put a log to the tree, 
stick his hand in there and out of fright the octopus 
would cling onto his arm. And the idea was to catch 
them quick before they bit you because they have a 
like a beak hook beak to bite. And then you would 
take them right from under the hood, of the octopus, 
and invert the hood. Once you invert the hood. what 
it does is disarms the octopus® muscles and it makes 
him just qo limp. (He suddenly "limps" in his chair). 


Then you aust put it in the sack and vou go look for 
another one. But it was interesting how to catch it. 
My father always told me "Now, o.k. You da it!" and 
T would stick my hand halfway in and bring it back in. 
il never took ..1 never got the courage to stick 1t all 
the way in because 1 didn*t want it to cling anto my 
arma He used to laugh. Those are the kinds of little 
vivid memories that 1 have ot my tather. Not much else 


big were these octopus? 


Ditferent sizes. Nothing like the "200,000 Leaques 
under the Sea". 


Colins Gkay! Okay! Il was about to sav ! (We laugh) 


Mr. Ortiz: 


Maybe you like ...you know, the size of a football a 
little bit bigger than a tootball. 


Coline: Have you ever had a taste? 


Me. retin: » With the tentacles of course. 
Colin: How does it taste? 
Mire Orbis Very good. Qctopus is & delicacy in the island if 


orepared really nice. if you ever want to have some 
there’s a place on. unm, Mount Prospect Ave. called 


Santa Barbara that you can ago to and eat some. You 
can go to some of these Spanish restaurants and ask 
if they have octopus. it’s very rubbery like texture. 


lt’s like @ating a plece ot chewing aum. 


Collins And there was a time after vour parents had gone to the 
United States. you lived with your grandmother and a 
sister who stayed behind ..? 


Me. Ortizs I lived with my arandmother for about another year, 
year and a half. They lett my sister and I[ behind. 


Colin: Was it your father’s mother or .. 


Me. Grtizs My mother*s mother. My father’s mother was not alive, 
nor my father’s father. I never got to know my other 
grandparents only my grandmother from my mother side. 


Colin: And what was her name? 
Me. Ortiz: Her mame Juanita. Juanita Perez. 


Colins Did you arow close to her since she*s the only grandparent 
that you remember? 


Me. Ortiz: Uh. I quess. My arandmother when I came down here .. 
Lo think my mother and father sent for my arandmother 
around a year later after that. I wasn’t ..1 mean 
guess ..f don*t remember how close [ was with her. 

I might of been. I don*t remember. 


Coline: Well. ft quess your sister was there too, so she probably 
took care .. 


Mr. Ortiz: My sister is only a yvear older than me. She took care 
af both of us and I think also that [ had a cousin 
living with my mother then and as a matter of fact. 

I had my older brother too not just my sister. My 
brother is three years older than me. His name 1s 
Steve. So the three of us came at the tail end. 
My tather brought three down first, then the other 
three. 


Colin: And do you know which brother or sister you miaqht of had 
a close relationshio to whether age wise or resmect wise? 


Me. Ortiz: As a matter of fact, the two that I stayed with I had 
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the closest relationshion with. 
Colin: Which were ..their names? 


Mr. Urtiz: Une was name Juana. i quess she was named after my 
grandmother. And the other one’s name is Esteban. 


Colins Esteban is three vears older. 
Mr. Ortiz: About three years older than me. My sister. Juana, is 
a year older maybe two to one year. I dan*t know, 


Something like that. 


Colins And vou said that you had gone back to Puerto Rico at age 
twenty-one. 


Mes Ortiz: When I was about twenty-one years old when I went back 
for the first time after coming here. I came here at 
Six. 


Colins Did you do any particular activities while you were there 
ar did vou aust see relatives? 


Mr. Ortiazs Where in the island? 


Colins Yeah. when you went back .. 


Mr. Ortiss When i went back or when I was there tor activities ? 

Coline When vou went back. When vou went back at twenty-one. 

Mr. Ortiz: Vacation. Two weeks and didn*t have much relatives 
there. Very tew. I went to see, [ guess, my parents 
triends. 1 staved over one ot my ..My godtather. I 
staved over. Evervtime that I go over now, | go to 


see them. My godparents. 


Coline So how many times have you been back since? 
Me. Urtiz:s Ever since then. I’ve been back around six. seven 
times. You know, and lately [*ve been going almost 


every second ..every two years. So maybe more than 
that, but I stopped counting. 


Calin: When*s the best time to ao, during the summer or winter’? 


hie. Ortizs Uhm, I went this past February. That*s a good time. 
I enjoyed it, February. Summertime (Mumbles) 
I think Puerto Rico is beautiful all vear round. 
You know. at Christmas you have fun because it’s not 


cold. And it*s not hot, it*s hot. but it*s not real 
hot. I would say the best time to go ..It depends on 
what vou want to do. Christmas down there is very 


qay type of affair. Summers are very vacationy, you 


know, tourists and all that. February. I think I like 
February better. 


Colin: So if you qo again next time. probably around Christmas 
vacation, who are you going back with? 


Me. Ortie's IT want to go back February this coming .. between 
Mexico now at this point. 


Colins Go back with your family? 


Me. Oeti2s I don*t have any family, other than a sister down 
there. I don’t have anymore family down there. The 
only tamily ..0n my wite’s side I have family but not 
of my own . I have an uncle and a sister (Mumbles) 

He doesn’t have any leas. They cut is legos off. It?s 
been amoutated, so he’s been really bedridden. And 
he’s, vou know, ust kind of waiting. He's been 
hanaina like that for the past three years. 


Coline You’ ve taken Alice and Tito back to Fuerto Rico, 


fir. Ortizgs Uh. IT told vou that my son’s name was Tito? 


Colins Yeah. 

Mr. Ortiz’: That*s his nickname. His name is Hector. I took 
Tito with me. Yeah, he’s gone evervtime. My daughter 
doesn’t...She’s been there twice. As she aot older. 
she didn’t .. She doesn’t care about going back to 
the island at all. It*s net her thing. It’s boring 


to her. My son loves it. You know, I guess he relates 
it a little bit more. Just gets a fishing pole and 
his grandfather ... There’s a lake close by where by 
tather-in-law lives at and since fishing is his thing 
he gust likes going down there so that he can fish. 

He spends all his time fishing in the lake over there. 


Then, you know, we travel and go to differant sites. 
He likes horseback riding, and all that when we let 
him. My daughter doesn*t care for it. She*’s toa 
accustomed to over here I quess and never really 
attached herself to that world. 


Collins Now, I*m qoing to move to when your parents moved to the 
United States. You said that your father worked for a 
Sugar company as a contract to go to Farminodale, Nd. 


Me. Otis (Stutters) lt wasn*t a sugar company. lt was a farm. 
1 don’t Enow whether it was tomatoes. whatever thev 
qrew. But it seems as if he came as a miaqrant worker. 
My understanding is that ...?There’s a contract that 
they supolied the airfare and then the bring the 
worker aver here and they would work tor a certain 
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wage. Until the paid off whatever monies they 
invested to bring them over. 


Coline So he wasn*t doing the same thing that he was doing back 
in Fuerto Rico? 


Mr. Ortiz: No. Maybe. He was farming. If you can aqrow suaar 
cane you can arow anything else. 


Colan: Right. Do you remember how comtortable your tamily was’? 
lo quess socio-economic wise? 


Mes Ortiz When. 
Lolins When you were tirst starting out in the United States. 
Mr. Urtizs in the island or in the United States? 


Collins in comparison. 


Mrs Orvcics Well. you know, we were ..we worked ..Like | said, 

my tather was a farm worker. Sharecropper, | guess, 
or whatever. He made his money based on suqar cane 
production. He used to supplement by raising animals 
I remember my tather had & guinea pig tarm which ..we 
used to sell guinea pigs. I don*t know if people ate 
them or what they did with them but I think they were 
a delicacy also. Feople were buying them to eat them 
sO we used to sell them. We had ducks and chickens 
and few farm animals. The land I dan*t think was his 
land though, only the house. 


Then over here, in comparison, (Sighs) he was a hard 
worker. To down there I quess it’s all relative. 
Whether we were richer down there or richer over here. 
We lived well in both places. When I say well, you 
know, we had three squares and a roof over our heads 
and my mother used to sew and make all our clothes. 
Here and there. I guess it’s hard for me to olace the 
values because ... 


Coline You were happy in both places. 


Mr. Orties I was. i remember being happy. I had pretty much a 
happy childhood. lt wasn’t ... ft don’t remember ever 
being bunary. Ll remember being well clothed and all 
that. Lt donm*t think that we were rich. I don*t think 
that we were middie class either and I don*t think 
that we were lower middle class. (Pauses) Moderate 
living. dust moderate. 


Palins And with your mom seamstress ...seamstry, i guess the word 
is, she worked with some ..in a laundry mat. 


Me. Obie All she did there was iron. She used a biq press, a 
steam press. That*s where she worked at. 


Colins And how Lona did she work there? 

Mr. Ortizs I don*t remember. I remember she had an accident 
where Some screws were missing and the press came 
down on her. Eind of hit her in the head. 

Colint Was she alright’ 

Mir. UOrtizs Hit her arms and all that..Yeah. She’s was kind ot 


alriaht, nothing arave, but [ don*t remember her 
working there atter that anymore. 


Coline Do vou know if .. I read, I think in my history somewhere 
that when Fuerto Ricans came here, say post-forties, that 
they .. a lot of them worked ain the garment industry. 

I don’t know if that was true in the Newark area. 


Mes Orkize I think she might of. There’s gaps in my life 
(Laughs) during that time. you know. To mean I came to 
the United States and there’s gaps there. t remember 


the house I came to, I remember qoing first class, 

and I remember moving, then I remember aging to 
another school, and in between all there there’s gaps. 
Those are unhappy moments that I refuse even to look 


at, you know, to even think about. IT quess I had some 
unhappy moments, but I?m only treasuring the aood 
moments. 

Colin: Riqht. That’s what keeps vou going. 

Mr. Ortizs Yeah. 

Collins And do you remember anvthing about vour wages when vou 


started working? 


Me. Ortiz: 1 started working at the age of nine. lougsed ta work 
in Harev’s Delicatessen. My responsibility was to 
Sweep around the delicatessen. put thinas in order, 
take all the bottles and sort them in ditterent cases. 
Have them ready tor when the soda trucks came to pick 
them up. And sweep the basement and keen all in 
order. 


Then I used to work in a tood truck. Then I had a 
food truck job where, vou know, vou seen a food truck 
on a corner. IT used to help keeo all the cases in 
display and vou tilt so that vou keen all the fruits 
displayed and throw all the bad ones away. And I just 
made a few dollars there. And then after that, that’s 
when I was a kid. I worked for those two people there 
tor a long time. 
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Then in minth grade. I landed a job with Stylemaster, 
which wes a kitchen set place. Located on Sussex Ave. 
Well, it’s located on Sussex Ave. and Dickerson St. 
And there they would, vou know, we made kitchen sets. 
l was maybe around thirteen vears old. Thirteen or 
Fourteen. 


Calins Thirteen or fourteen. 

Me. Urehiss aAtterschoo! and I would work all summer. ZL dianh te. - sz 
loonty used to make the kitchen sets ..Myv two brothers 
worked there and | only used to work ..learn how to 


make them while I was there, but most of my job was 
going te get all the pieces that were going to 
construct the sets. Go pick un the frames, go pick up 
the seats. They would give it to me all by code 
Numbers. Then I used to break cartons, break six of 
this. five of that and so on. Then they would 
assemble it. 


Later on, I then worked on the truck going to do 
deliveries. it was a delivery truck. From there, I 
was in high school then, (Clears throat) when I 
finished high school I worked in Shawn Manufacture. 
Shawn Manutacture is the place where 1 told vou about 
the punch press. From Shawn Manufacture f£ worked in 
Investment Casting. Investment Casting ..1In between 
Shawn Manufacture and Stvlemaster, ![ tried out for the 
police torce and the iron workers. That was about 

a& month. two months a piece. Worked for tham i[nvest- 
ment Casting. That*s when I told you about the 
casting company. Fram the casting commany. { went to 
Fathmark General where |] worked in warehouse. Manage 
the warehouse,...all the incoming merchandises. 


From there. I went to colleqe. Ioquit the job at the 
Fathmark, started school. and took part-time jobs with 
Mo& M trucking company ag a Shippinga/receiving clerk. 
Fart-time. 


Goalins When vou were working betore high school. were those .. 
atterschool, were they like one dollar jobs or were they 
Paving you like a reqular ..7 


firs Orkies (Takes a breath) Uhm, [*m sure I didn*t make the 
minimum wages. And then a dollar seventy-five, a 
dollar a quarter job an hour type of thing. 


Colin: But back then it would probably get you a decent ...candy. 
sandwiches. 


Mir. Ortiz: Yeah, it was equivalent. It did more than candies and 
and sandwiches. I bought clothes. i supplemented 
myself a lot since I was youna. You had to keep up 
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Colins 


with the steps. the styles. My dad had six kids. 

He used to work hard for himselt, and f’m sure that 
he was just above minimum wages so when he couldn't 
do ..You wanted a glove for baseball, vou bought vour 
own Glove. 


Rights. 


Mire. Gribags You wanted a bicycle. You bought your own bike. There 


Coline 


was no “Dad will get it for me. Don’t worry about it" 
He had other things to take care of with six kids. 


So what do vou remember enjoving .«..buving..that vou worked 
for , uhm, to buy for yourselt+t? 


vie. Ortizs One summer I worked and helped rehabbing a house that 


was across the street from my house. The return was 
that I could go with the two people that I was helping 
and pick out any kind ot bicycle that I wanted. You 
know, at the job. Ll also remember buving me ..!l used 
to really buy a lot ot clothes. Sweaters. and they 
used to come out im stvle. Things. like ¢ said, that 
were comfortable and pretty presentable when | went to 
school. Sneakers and a lot af sneakers. You RnOW, 
and when you weren*t allowed ta wear sneakers. you had 
to buy shoes. So If aust buy a lot of shoes. Just to 
have money to soend, Like | said. my tather believed 
In tne work ethics so he alwavs believed that we 
snould be workind. 


Colins What kind of peer group did vou have in high school? 
Since this ..hiagh school ig the part when you start to 
break away trom your parents and be independent. So what 
kind ot triends were ..% 

Mr. Ortizs Mom, regular pretty much quvs like me. Pretty much 


same type ot tamilies. I had & good mixed crowd of 

black and Hispanic triends. Uh, I don*t think I had 
any particular white friends in high school. Io did 

have som@ in auniar high school. 
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Mr. Ortiz: That*s mostly because of school I went to. Tt was 
@ oredominatly black school. & very small percen~ 
tage were Hispanics and whites. 


Collins Do you remember any big tricks that vou did on the 
teachers or anything? 


Me. Orhizs No. Io was a good student and don’t mean aood, 
academic genius and all that. Most of my life I was 
an (The door slams) introvert. I didn’t talk much to 
anybody. I was pretty much a loner. 

Colins That’s what I wanted to focus on. How did you break out? 

Mes OFRG2s Break out of being a loner? 

Colins Yeah. 

Me. Ortiz: I never totally did. Io just work on at. Uh. but in 
high school .. I got along with people, bur I don"t 


particularly remember ever having one close buddy that 
hung out with from the high school and raise hell 
with. 


Colins Qh, okay. 


Mrs Ortia: I used to have my fun in school ...in high school .. 
Once I befriended somebody I wasn*t as introverted 
with that friend, but in over all. in a big crowd. 

I kind of always .. you know..crawled back into my 
introvertedness. I*m still like that. I’m real good 
on a one to one more than a whole crowd. There has 
come a time for me to deal with a crowd. and it’s 
only in my later years. like very recent. 


Frior to that. I have always been a quiet person. I 
didn’t create too much problems in school. I was 
school oriented even though I had a hard time 
achieveing in school. Ever since my @arly grades, I 
really had a hard time getting the grades that I did. 
Just making sure that I passed. 


Uhm. so ..1. you know. played one particular soort. 
[owas in soccer, and then I tried out for the baseball 
team and mainly because I worked atter school. in mv 
senior year [ did, If only got to play one sport that 
year. it’s hard ta then to take to these varsity 
teams since that was vour only year and then you were 
going out. Usually, like. you play JY and then work 
your way up. 


Ia ..1 don’t believe that I had a below normal high 
school life, but I didn’t have nothing spectactular 
that you can write & movie about (1 laugh) you know. 


Colins Who knows. 


Mrs Orties It*s kind of ..dust a regular high school..1 was just 
a regular high school student. Pretty much on the 
average. 


Colin: $0 how was your senior year? You were about to leave 
school and move out, either go to colleae or goa to work. 


fie. Betis Senior year i never had any idea to go to colliene. 
boing to college was something that Just happened. 
(He pauses) ...60ing to college was just open door 
admissions ... boing to college was three, threes 
female students who were at Rutgers already walking 
by my house, sitting there having a beer. [ was 
already about twenty-tour years old. Iwas 4& father 
then, family person. 


And they were looking for an apartment. and I told 
them where to find the apartment at... There was an 
down the street from me. They went there locked at 

1t and came@ back, walk by me. Stopped, talked again 
»..l started drinking the beer. I oftered them a beer 
and they accepted and sat down and had a few beers 
with me. And they started talking about that I was 

aN interesting person and stuff like that and I 
tiqured it was just rap, you know. Three girls. 

we're drinking beer. 


Then they say have you ever considered going to 
college. I said "Not really." And they say "You sound 
like you can really pertorm at a collene. Wny don*t 
you go to college? There*s open door admission. Your 
don’t have to worry about takina these tests and all 
that. All you do 1s try out and as long as you pass 
your classes. you can stay in there." 


Sounded interesting. That’s when [ was working at 
Fathmark. I said "Yeah. I*ll do it." 1 was b.s. ina 
them. They brought me the application, They helped 
be fill it out. They said "Send it." IT said "C.k. 
T*1ll send it." Ioput it right on top of the refrid- 
gerator and ftoraqot all about it. The next day they 


came back. Well, nat the next day, but a couple days 
later they came back they said "You know. Your 
application hasn*t been in yet." I guess they were 
staying on top of it during that time it was the 
activist year about recruiting and making sure that 
there were more minorities that got into the school 
and $0 on. 


They were activists. These three young ladies and 
they had started forming the Puerto Rican Student 
Oraanization. Two were Cuban and one was Fuerto Rican 


id 


»suh..and ..when they came back the next time. 

they said “When are you going to send in your 
application?" 1 said "On, yeah! I remember. I meant 
to send it. L*1ll send it tomorrow." Thev said 

"Mah. man. nah. nah." 


Colins Fill at out here! 


Mr. Ortizs No. they had already tilled 12t out. All I had to do 
was put a stamp on it and send it. They took it in 
and when I got the letter saying that 1 was accented. 
lt was like unreal! And since the letter said that 
Il was accepted. I took the challenge. 


I went to my boss. told him that I[ was resiaqning. t 
was going to school and then I started colleqe. 

My ex-wite of course didn*t like it and that’s why 
she's my ex-wite. (Chuckles) You know. amd I just 
moved on. 


oy 


Collins Were you close with any of your hiah school buddies or ..% 


Me. Orie: i had ..veah, I had some ..1 guess one particular one 
later went into the Vietnam. And we split and I 
continued with my life. and when he came back he moved 
to New York and we lost touch. Only one person ... 


Coline So when did you graduate high school? Was it during the 
"Nam era? 


Me. Ortie Three years ..Around two years later. 
Cobinmes Two vears later after .. 


Me. Ortiz: The war was like..?he war was alwavs there. tt just 
started escalating three vears after [ graduated out 
of high school. 


Colin: bo you remember anything about your triends being dratted 
or anything ..? 


Mir. Orbiss A lot of them. (Phone rings) I don*t see a lot .ae 
Well, in terms of the triends you were saving. 


Coline Right. 


Me. Ortia Yeah. so you know, I had only this one particular 
friend that I really, you know, was more close to. 
I was really friendly with ... I was always friendly 
with everyone. I think I was, uhm, (Cough in the 
background) ..even though as low key as I was in high 
school, which a lot of peoples now cannot phantom how 
was i ever low key. Feople who know me now would say 
“Nah! You could not have been ... 
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Colin: Nah, 


MF 


Ortiz: 


man, mah! 


You know. “cause it*s like two ditterent people, I'm 
very outgoing now and more assertive and [ guess that 
came through &# lot of training when I became a 
professional. A Lat of the workshops that I[ went to 
and so on that I noticed that. you know ..You lose out 
on a lot by mot being out there. By not asserting 
yourself. By not making yourself known. By not being 
able to negotiate for yourself. And [ learned how to 
do those things at skill building seminars. Leader- 
ship building seminars. And a lot of that had to do 
with a lot ef insecurities. I don*t think that it had 
do with skills and all that. I think that it had to 
do with ...& maybe | felt some of those ..uh..How do 
vou call it? (Fauses) Should I say. uh. I can’t say 


that I felt less than someone ...Maybe interior to 
a certain extent, you know. Feeling some inferiority 
not being able to articulate as well. Not being as 


sharp as the system expected you to be because .... 


(interview continues on Tape 2) 


Because the early vears of education, you know, [ 
found this out later. ...1 found out that there was 
a gap in my learning years. I never knew it and I 
didn’t know it that was due to whether I didn*t 
understand the language, or being new at the school 
system or whatever. 


1 remember trom around & to the fifth. sixth oarade 
esl don*t know if I was learning or participating 

as much in class or how much did I lose out by not 
knowing the language. ’“Cause [ knew [ didn’t know 

the language. 


Cothine You were still having difficulties atter six years in the 
svstem? 
Mit Geta 2s Well, yeah. I had ditficulties throudh my whole 


schooling. You know, but I was wondering ...a lot of 
times, like I said. that inferiority complex about 
not being able to function as well in school soa 
college was samething that I never thought about. 


{I think that’s why I became and introvert because of 
errors that I made. Il remember one thing that was 
vivid in my lite in talking about language difficul~ 
ties. One thing that I remember made me that way. 
More quiet in class, was because at one time a made a 
real error. Tt was tunny. It’s tunny now. Then it 
was like traumatic for me. Having a small ego. 


l remember it being very open and everybody was 


jovial in the class. So I decided to be jovial too 
and think that it was the first time that I said 
something. It was very warm out and 1] quess summer 
was coming in and all that. Io think this was the 
tirst or second arade. And I said "Boy! It*s hat 
outside!" and everybody broke out including the 
teacher. (I laugh) *Cause it wasn*t "hat" outside, 
And everybody was laugh, laugh, laughing and [ didn’t 
understand why everybody was laughing. And then the 
teacher finally says "Hector, it*s not hat outside. 
Hat is something you wear." 


Well, I didn*t even understand that. The fact is 
though Ll learned the word that I thought I learned 
right and I said 1t wronq., which was "It’s hot 
outside." And that kind of threw me tor a loop I 
remember. That, that part of my lite 18 very vivid. 


During those earlier years, but not too much else. 
Not too much learning. I guess learning did take 
Place and | quess I learn the things that were being 
taught, out £ don*t remember the process as well. 


1 dan’t remember until sixth or seventh arade is when 
{ started again socializing with the students. t 
little bit more. I used to more socializing out on 
the playaround where with what I[ knew best which was 
baseball, and softball. and I was always a good 
athlete. So, that kind of compensated for whatever 
else | lacked where the students did alwavs accept me. 
i guess being an athlete, I was able to function as a 
young boy. 


Collins You probably learned most of the language through your 
friends and speaking quote unquote Spanglish. 


Me, Ortdeis Most of it yeah like 90% of it Yeah. (We laugh). 
I don*t think the verbs and nouns at that point 
made any sense to me. Fronouns and all that. 1 
used to pick and choose and guess. And [ got lucky 
at times. 


Colin: Speaking of education, you had mentioned last time. about 
the attitude in the system and the dropout rate of 
Hispanic students. What do you mean by the “attitude” of 
the system? Do you feel that it’s sympathetic/unsympa- 
theic or just like putting kids in and letting them fall 
out? 


Mrs OPCLS: That*’s the way | teel about the system. I don’t know. 
Maybe because | see that there are solutions to the 
problem. Costiy solutions, of course, but there are 
solutions. And I think the system’s attitude is “Hey 
you get at if you can and I if you can*t too bad." 


4S 


Coline 


hilar 


Colins 


Mr. 


Because there are those who are. There are those who 
are making it. And my thing is that we should deal 
with the problems. The social problems that exist ta 
make sure that more people get it and not just leave 
it to chance. And there’s probematic ways that it 
can be done. And there are people who can achieve if 
you give them an equal oppertunity. 


Sometimes I understand that the students house 
Situations or home situations are not equivalent to 
other home situations and therefore they have a lot of 
other problems that most students don’t have that 
interrupt their learning years. How much can we do 
about that? Well. I quess there isn’t a whole lot but 
the school should really work hard in trying include 
maybe parents into proarams for those type of children 


they're proapasing that in NJ now. All these commercials 


about now students. parents. and teachers should get 
together. Do you see anyway how that could work? Like .. 


Ortiz: 


Not ott hand. You know, that*s something that I would 
nok mind being a part of working towards, but in terms 
of my coming up with a magic formula .. I never 
profess to do that. I just only feel that there is 
all more that can be done, if the system decides to 
give it an earnest try. The system doesn*t because 
it’s easier not to do it and theretore they don*t have 
to pay as much money either. 


Do you see any people in the political arena now who are 


probably going to address that situation in their 
Platform? I don*t know who*s running this year? 


Ortizs 


i guess there are. There are politicals with good 
intentions and there are others who do it to beet up 
their platform. To sort of make an impact with their 
interests. so that they can protect themselves 
politically. But [ believe even when that’s done, 

some good is going to come out of it. So let them 
protect themselves. { think that’s up to the people 
tao take the opportunity to say “If that's what you're 
proapoasing, Yeah. We want to except that responsibility 
and then use that person for their benetit. 


What happens with most people nowadays is that thev’re 
very apathetic and figure “Well. you’re proposing it. 
You come up with the formula and you promote it. Then 
you make 1t work." And it*s not. it*s a joint 
partnership. To make education work, 1t*s a Joint 
Partnership with the entire..every individual and 
every citizen in the society. it’s not just left to 
the people who have the interest only. 
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Colin: 


Mr, 


Colins 


Mr. 


Are still involved in like politics per se? I mean. do vou 


qo out and vate? 


Ortizs 


Il vote. Am I involved in politics? A... I quess to a 
-.to a lesser degree than when [ was running for 
office and when I was actually on the board. ihm» 
it’s not a deliberate action on my part. mot to be 
involved. When you are aut ..way out there and .. 
During my political campaign, a lot of my trie@nds got 
kind of hit in the sense of losing jobs and marked. 
Squeezed. Un, thers were a lot of other things that 
could have happened. You, you know. job wise to 
myself and to the community. You make enemies, 
Feople you never thought would ever be your enemies 
become your enemies based on whatever reasons they 
develop behind other people*s anti-propaganda about 
you. 


They start looking at you .. questionina yau differ- 
ently because they start believing things that .. 
people conjer up to down play your politics. Sea that 
basically, what I*ve decided to do 1s become low key 
to let people again start reevaluatinga themselves and 
me for what I really am. What If represent and what 
l*d like to see. So that people can understand that. 
vou know, [*m in the helping mode, not in the 
hindering mode. And that I don*t mind stepping aside 
tor someone else who feels that they can do better ar 
what to become. you know. the political leader ot our 
cammunity. I will help them out. Wh .«.and basically 
to lick my wounds. Heal up. They sav. uh. good 
thinas comes to those who wait, so [*m waiting. 


I*m not .. a..1?m only ..1*m down but not out. (Laudans) 


Okav. Aare vou involved in anv social organizations or 


projects? 


Ortizs 


UOFELzEs 


Yeah. That I stayed involved with. I’m involved in 
the Education Association. I?m involved with the 
Newark Collaborate Group and I*m involved with the 
Little League. I?m involved with uhm the education, 
you know. the Educational Agency. And whatever else 
that I can get momentarily involved for .. you know, 
when I’m asked for some specific service. I?m 
invelved the Lion’s Club and... I think the Lion’s 
Club and I do. like I said. projects based on need 
with other clubs and organizations. 


Nothing particularly geared tor the Fuerto Rican community? 


Yeah, most of it is. Not that I’m only interested in 
helping the Puerto Rican because I think that the 
society as a whole .. 


4g 


Colin: 


Mr. 


Colins 


Mr. 


Colins 


Mr. 


Colins 


Mr. 


Colins 


Mrs 


Ortiz: 


Ortiz: 


Ortiz: 


Ortiz: 


and 


Needs help. 


» needs help. but uhm everybody else has a role for 
that, you know. Being a Puerto Rican uh, If try to 

help out where I*m needed. Right now. you know. my 
need is also to fulfill the need of my community. 


You have black people to help with the black situation 
You have white people to help with the white situation 
I?m Fuerto Rican. IT want to help with the Fuerto 
Rican situation. (He clears his throat) At the same 
time. mot to slight the others. 


Right. 


1 believe that people should be selt+t determined. And 
the skills that I have learned and the things that I 
have learned in the system I*d just like to share it 
those younger peoople in the community so that ..In 
terms. they also can be successful and obligated to 
continue, you know, with ..with the community that 
they come from. 


Fass down the torch. 


Excuse me. 
pass down the torch per se. 


Yeah, it*s the only way ..It*s the only way that 
people are going to progress, you know. I believe 
that as a parent. you know. I*m going to give my son 
the best [ can and then he in turn should return that 
to. you know. his children and sa on and soa on. 


I also feel that each person has an obligation to the 
cammunity where they reside. You know to see that 
that community stays progressive, that stays in good 
terms. That there’s the type of services available 
to young people and old people and so on. T..uh.. 
you know ..there’s utopia. (Laughs) But it would be 
nice to live like that, vou know. And I feel that 
it’s everyone’s responsibility to work towards it. 

in spite of what the elements. 


Okay. Speaking of family. I mean. what*s a normal day 


in the house like? 


Orta: 


A normal day in the house. Uh. I go in. kiss my wite,. 
sav "hi" to my son. And he’? ll say "Oh, I[*m aging ta 
go across the street to my friend..or down the street" 
Un. he*ll be back, watch a little TV. We*ll goa out to 
get something to eat or weil talk about things that 

are happening on my job, thinas that are happening to 
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her job. Lin, weil pian tor the next dav. My son is 
very involved in sports, in soccer. Well take him. 


Most of our things really involve him. Take ..you 
know..Making sure that ..that. I guess when you have 
kids you store living for yourself. You stop..You 
start living for the child themselves. And, uhm, I 
quess those things, you know. are routinish with all 
the other flavors of .. of strong family oriented Love 
tor each other that we have. You know. that the 
routine doesn’t matter and we're never bored with each 
other. 


Colin: Is he on the Little Leaque team. in general? 
Mr. Urtiz: Kaseball also. Yeah. 
Colins Eiqhth grade? 


we. Ortiz: Seventh. 


Colin: Seventh arade. 

Mr. Ortiz: Yeah. He goes to Saint Henedict’s Fren. 

Colin: That*s in Newark. 

Me. Ortiz: Down the street. On Martin Luther King Boulevard. 


Colin: How*s he doing? 


Mr. Ortiz: He likes it very much. He*s doing great. He's an 
honor student. 


Colin: Gh areat! So how does the tamily celebrate holidays like 
Christmas? Or do you keep a lot of your heritage within 
the celebrations? 


Me. Ortiz: Well in Puerto Rice. there*s not that much ditterence 
than the United States in terms of holidays. Other 
than there*s no snow in Christmas. And uh .. Instead 
of Santa Claus. we celebrate what we call the Three 
Rinag*s Day which 1s Los Dias Reyes. It’s celebrated 
January 6th and since it doesn*t snow in Puerto fico, 
of course Saint Nicholas cannot get there. Soa then 
best next thing 1s ..18..When actually the Christ 
child was given the gifts. which makes a lot of sense. 
lt was by the Three Wise Mean who came and brought 
gifts to the Christ child for his birth which is why 
we celebrate Christmas. And there was no Santa Claus 
to excite them ..in Fuerto Rico. people tend to be 
very religious and follow that doctrine. 


Uhm. and what they do is that ..the..To inspire the 


Colins 


Mr. 


kids. you go and collect grass and tie it up into a 
little bundle. You throw it under your bed and the 
qrass is tor the camel. if you dan*’t have vour little 
bundle of orass, you don’t get a aift. You always 
thought that ..uhm..that. you know. that actually 
Camels came. Floated from heaven with the Three Wise 
Men. they took the blade of aqrass. gave it to the 
camel and they left vou a gift. 


In my situation, i remember as & kid. we tound out 
as my brothers got older ... We came down the steps, 
the kitchen was separate from the house in Puerto Rice 
and my older brother, since he started setting taller 
Started moticina. And he told us that uwh..my father 
used to throw the blade of grass un tan of the 
kitchen root. but you couldnm’t see it. The youngest 
one couldn’*t see it because it was not within 
eyesight. AS you came down the stairs. then my older 
brother saw it and he said "How come all that grass 
is on the roof?" and you know ...7The story was told 
again later, when we were older that that*s how it 
was done. Just like kids now believe in Santa Claus. 
we believed in the Three Wise Men. 


And I think that*s about one of the few holidays in 
Puerto Rico they ... Halloween [ don’t think 15 as 
great a biq deal as it is over here. We have other.. 
What we call Viesta Patronales where seach home town 
has their patron saint. So they celebrate during that 
particular dav of the month or week of the month and 
each town has a different patron saint and different 
times that they celebrate it at their plaza. Which 
has to do with like ..They have the terris wheels and 
all the other types of games that vou usually have at 


one of these carnival situations. And that’s like a 
really big helidav in the island. f*m moat real 
familiar with the other ones because again, I*m not 


there all vear round. Iooeniv go to certain ones that 
are there. 


But you don*t throw arass under Hector, Jr.*s bed an 


Christmas? 


Orta s 


We still ..We still...Yeah. we make him do that. He 
goes across the street to the park, get the orass, put 
it under the bed. And at the age of twelve. when he 
knows that the camels doa not come .. (I laugh) ..he 
still does it and then we give him a gift during the 
24th and at January 6th. We also go to a friend's 
house. We'd celebrate at the party festivity sort of 


Situation every year. 


And a lot of Fuerto Ricans here try to keen the 
tradition. I think that the Fuerto Ficans here try to 


keep the tradition more than the Fuerto Ricans down 
there nowadavs. You know, they celebrate Christmas in 
Fuerto Fico whereas about one time. it was strictly, 
vou know, the sixth when vou exchange oaifts. Now they 
exchange it down there on they 24th. And I quess you 
could understand that a lot of them who lived here, go 
back and main...You know, they keen the tradition that 
they had here. 


Colins And what about birthdays and such? 


Mr. Ortiz: Normal. We sing "Happy Birthday". Get a cake. Give 
presents. 


Colins Is there something where you have a sweet fitteen instead 
of a Sweet sixteen? You probably did it with Alice. 


Me. Ortiz: Yeah. Is it ...Well. I guess. the debutante ball. 
That vou in the black community more or less... I 
don’t know if you’re familiar with the debutante’s. 


Coline: No. I?m not familiar with ... 


Mer. Ortizes Well the blacks have this debutante where the vouna 
lady reaches a certain age. They introduce them to 
society through the debutante ball. 


Colins Qkay. 


Mrs: Grohe In Fuerto Rico. we ..we take our tifteen year old 
female,.this is only for the female..and introduce 
them to society through a Guincenario, which we call 
a birthday ..at their fifteenth birthday. (Fauses) 
Now you have to look up for the debutante to know.. 
Your learning my culture, you better get some of vour 
awn (He laughs) ! 


Coline Yeah. but I don*t know if that stuff is through black 
sororities would ao through that. Like my sister. she's 
going through that process now. 


Mr. Grbives Yeah. Tt «2. mot ..not just the sorority. That was 
away of introducing voung female blacks to society 
the same way that we do through the Guincenario. 
Introducing ...it*s done in the same fashion. At the 
GQuincenaria you have everybody tuxsed down and sort of 
mimicking the wedding without the bride and aroom. 
It’s that formal. And you invite all vour close 
friends and sav "You know, my daughter"s fifteen vears 
Qld now." And then she becomes a Senorita at that 
point. Sort of like reaching that adulthood. The 
Jews do bar mitzvah. where they ..for the thirteen 
vear olds. 


an 
ha 


Colin: Ukav. Now [’d like to talk about future aspects, your 
dreams. What would vou like to see yoursel+ doing. sav 
five vears, ten vears from now? 


Mes. Oetieees I haven*t set any goals in that terms. You know, I 
think I’ve been taking my vears as thev come now, 
At this age, any other yvear starts becoming a luxury. 
So that I don’t really have any hicgn set aogal. You 
know. Io just hope to live as comfortable. maybe aqain 
a little bit more income so that I could leave some 
what more for my son and dauaghter. But I really 
don’t have any other goal. I think that the only 
goal that I set for myselt was political and again 
where again [*m not abandoning it, but I?m mot 
Pushing for it. And if it does come good. and if 
1t doesn*t, it’s no big disappointment. 


I think that I gave it a pretty good shot and I felt 
good about it, but [I did. And if it comes. it comes. 
And if it doesn’t. I'm going to continue to just 

mavbe working the wav I am now. Maybe. I might get 
involved a little bit more in start doing a few thinas 
Like wan 


What I"ve been doing now is i*ve been aoing to classes 
for oraphic art. (Mumbles) I?m qoing to the 
Industrial School of Art and I think I want to qet 
into the arts. Whoa knows’ Mavbe [*1ll start display- 
ina my own art work. going into just pure art field 

aS a part time ...Not 4&4 hobby because [ hope to make 
money off of it. but I guess to project myselt in the 
arts ...artistic plains. And [ think those are the 
aniy qoals that I have now. 


Colin: What made vou develon that interest? 


Mr. Ortties tl alwavs had it. It*s only now that I?m working 
towards it. You know, I’ve always had the interest 
in the artes. 


Colin: Do vou have paintinas at home? 


Me iGentiiters Used to. A lot of my paintings were a ..During the 
years of college and all that disappeared. Uh, I did 
one last night, but I don*t draw with acrylics and 
oil paint. {£ dondle and [ draw with pencils and I 
doodle on almost anything and my wife ..and on lined 
paper and she gets mad because 1t looks soa good and 
then it’s on lined paper. And she says "Why don*t you 
do work, vou know, so that vou can display it?" and 
ali that. 


Last night I did one. Todid it ..o0ne for my brother. 
And, uhm, f just felt inspired to do something for nim 


on 
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and got down in the basement one day ...FPastel chalk 
ee.The technique that I discovered by accident when I 
was doing the post uo mechanicals for the class that I 
take on Monday nights. And, uh, vou know. I had it 
innate. I never had it developed. It’s just innate 
talent towards the art. I can draw. Do things... 
thinking about... I*m sure that I can aet better i¢ 

I take the courses *cause there are technical things 
that you can learn. Mix colors and stuff like that. 


Colin: Would you retire here or elsewhere in the United States 
ar maybe back in Fuerto Rico? 


Mew Gries A warm climate. (He chuckles). Not necessarily 
anywhere, Wherever it is. I"d like to oo where it’s 


WAM. 


Coline And what would vou like to see for your children? What 
do they see far themselves? 


Me. OFtiS: A good education so that they can provide for them— 
selves. bive them a fair chance, vou know. at the 
market. 

Coline What does Hector want to be? 

Me. Ortiz: Riaht now? An architect. 

Colins Architect. 

Mr. Ortizs He* ll change. Everybody does. 


Colins Yeah. 


Mr. Ortiz: And if not. good for him because it*s good to set your 
goals and work towards them, vou know, achieve them. 


Colins Is he good in art like yourself? 

Me. Orkigs Sav that again. 

Colin: Does he draw like yourself? 

Me. Ortiz: Lately he's been doodling. He mav have ...1f he's 
g0ing to aet- into architecture he’d better know how 
to draw. You Enow, but lately he’s been into 
doodling. The other day he drew... He's into these 
cars. Lamberaquini. 

Colins Qin, Okay. 

Mr. Oy tae So he drew this Lamberaquini and the thing is that 


anvbody who comes in the house, he savs them the 
Lamberquini that he drew. He did a pretty good job 
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with it...for his first attempt. 
Colin: And Alice is busy doing what? 


Me. Ortiz: Alice is a free spirit. Whatever comes by her way at 
that moment. She's not future oriented. School is 
something that she already did. She got it out af the 
way. She doeen*t care to continue her education and 
she just works. She*s working now at se@curitv at the 
international ..1 mean at the airport here at Newark, 
That's Alice. 


Colin: And your present wife is ..7 
Mr. Urtizs: Suoervisar at the Board of Education. 
Collins And 1s she planning to stay there for a while? 


mir. Uetz: Where at the Hoard? Yeah. until they let her goa . 
think. Sixteen vears now. Seventeen almost. 


Colins Co auess we'll close with any comments that vou would like 
to record tor posterity and probably any advice you'd 
have to upcoming youth period. Trying to make it. 


Me. Ortiz: Well. you know. I think ..1 think that it’s the 
young peanple who should plan more and not let thinas 
happen to them by accident like happen to me. Lt 
would be easier, vou know. Uh, I think that they 
should become diverse ...1I don’t ..Nowadavs everybody 
1s training for specific thinas. I think that they 
should be ... They should have...They should work hard 
at one particular skill, but I don’t think that they 
should limit themselves. I think that vou should 
be open to many markets as possible, mot to one thing. 


And I also believe that perseverance does ..does win 
out in the longa run. And then, I guess above all if 
you don*t have the spiritual. If you don*t have that 
faith in that there is that desian and that there is 
someone that you can ask when you're by yoursel# to 
guide vou and to ask vou for, vou know, streanath and 
ali that so that you can achieve and become a human 
being. A Productive human being. Hets alwavs there. 


loam a very believer of that. You know. Io think that 
even in my absence of my setting aoals for mvselt, I 
think that in my asking for the aood thinas to come 

my wav far my family and tor my friends and all that. 
I think that's how this year the sense ot proares 


that I’m making is coming around. You know. because 
lo work towards it and then it comes. nd that’s 
about it. 


an 
fay) 


Thank vou 
tiz: Thank 
had. 


very much. 


you for choosina me for whatever reasons vou 
Heh! (Smiles) 


